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Check this out 


Ace Ventura, Pet Detective, 
Jim Carrey’s new film, is a 
dog, says one Observer critic 


See page 15 


Steroids: 
Plague of 90s? — : 


Hard facts about 
hard-bodies 
See centerspread 
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Library woes 


Hours may be cut, hurting 
understaffed facility more 


By STEPHANIE BUNN 
Observer News Editor 


hole in the library staff remains un 

filled due to lack of funds, while NECC 

dministrators recently hired a sales 

marketing representative in the center for 

business and industry (CBI), who, they hope, 
will help bring in additional revenue. 

“By hiring someone for this position, it 
will enable us to increase income for the 
college,” said John Peroni, dean of continu- 
ing education. 

The job doesn’t help students directly, he 
said, but CBI needed an additional person to 
help recruit businesses to send employees to 
NECC for further education, so filling the job 
was imperative to making money. 

While the CBI beefed up its staff, the 
library remains in desperate need of person- 
nel. A state hiring freeze prevented the col- 
lege from hiring a librarian, said David Kelly, 
chairperson, division of instructional devel- 
opment. 

The library has not been NECC’s top 
priority, and the students will suffer the con- 
sequences, he said. 

Not a priority:“True, the library is not our 
top concern,” said Robert McDonald, dean 
of academic affairs. “We must look at overall 
needs; increasing revenue, while not increas- 
ing fees for the students.” 

The Lawrence campus opened a new li- 
brary last fall and hired one extra person to 
help with the added work. 

“One person was taken from this library to 
work in Lawrence and there’s only one other 
part-timer to cover that library,” said Gail 


Stuart, reference librarian. 

In addition to being understaffed, library 
funding diminished because of cuts at the 
state’s request, McDonald said. The library is 
funded by the state, and by the college. 

Take a number: “The state money has 
come in,” Kelly said. “But the allocation from 
NECC has not yet come through for this 
year. So we are on the short end of the stick.” 

Even with the money coming in from the 
state, it’s not enough, Kelly said. 

“We need to buy more desks and chairs for 
students, update books and magazine sub- 
scriptions,” he said. 

In addition, an unrepaired water leak has 
ruined some books. 

“Don’t get me wrong, they tried to fix it, 
but the problem still remains,” said Louise 
Bevilacqua, circulation librarian. 

When Bentley library was first constructed 
in 1972, it was designed for library purposes 
only. In 1994, it’s a different story. 

Give them an inch: “A legal research class 
is taught out on the library floor,” Kelly said. 
“Now, they want more space and I just can’t 
give them any more. There’s no more to 
give.” 

As a result, important space gets trans- 
formed into other rooms, like a large confer- 
ence area and office space. 

“T can’t really criticize the college; the size 
of the college has doubled, but there has been 
no expansion,” Kelly said. “There has to be a 
limit in order to keep the high quality educa- 
tion here, and we have definitely reached it.” 

With its funding dwindling, Bentley Li- 
brary may soon have to follow the path of 

(continued on page 4) 
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JOHN R. DIMITRY, NECC president, right, cuts ribbon with the help of local — 
| and college dignitaries. Some students will benefit from travel Bebe oe 


Essex County Travel eolaportes with col lege 
travel and tourism program, 10 students to intern _ 


By JASON STABLEFORD 
Observer Editor 


inding the escape from the winter 
} blues at NECC is easier now than 
ever. Essex County Travel(ECT), a 
local travel agency, opened up an office 
last month on the Haverhill campus. 
Located in B-305, the agency will sat- 
isfy all student and staff travel needs. Air- 
line tickets, car rentals and hotel stays will 
be available. 
Internships: ECT will employ second- 


year students in NECC’s Travel ane Tour- 
ism program in order to provide hands-on 
internships. Currently, about 10 NECC 
students are interning. 

Supervising the operation is Jay Roaf, 
an employee of ECT. Roaf, who is also 
teaching classes in the Travel and Tourism 
program, has over eight years experience 
in the field. 

The agency was designed to give stu- 
dents in the program experience they would 
otherwise be given through a training 

(continued on page 4) 


Student champion of change ©22sbounk 


Taking on those in power difficult, but ercing for Estevez 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


he doesn’t look like the sort of person 

who likes to start trouble. If you ask the 

people who know her, she isn’t. But the 
soft-featured mother of three may be the 
squeakiest wheel NECC has encountered ina 
long time. 

Sparking the attention of both faculty and 
administration, Guillermenia Estevez took an 
important stand for her fellow English as a 
Second Language students (ESL). 

Tired of what she calls overcrowded class- 
rooms, inadequate lab space and the unwaver- 
ing discriminatory handling of ESLasa whole, 
Estevez last fall challenged NECC President 
John R. Dimitry toimprove the ESL program. 

Slighted: “Why should ESL students be 
treated differently than all of the other stu- 
dents?” she asked. “I’m just trying to do what 
I know is the right thing to do.” 

“The right thing” Estevez referred to is a 
petition she drafted criticizing NECC admin- 
istrators for overlooking the ESL community. 
She gathered over 300 signatures from her 
classmates, and marched over to Dimitry’s 


office looking for 
explanations. 

“He said he was 
impressed with the 
petition,” she said. 
“But he didn’t even 
know about the 
crowded lab.” 

Mini garage: As 
many as 130 ESL 
students must seek 4 
extra help in sup- 
port of their regular 
classes, The vehicle 
for the additional instruction — a lab with 
only eight seats — is scarcely larger than most 
sedans. 

While ESL class size has tapered off, the 
lab problem hasn’t been resolved. 

Estevez refuses to accept anything short of 
a larger English Language Center. 

“Everybody keeps asking me when we are 
going to get the bigger lab that we were 
promised,” she said. “No one really knows 
when it’s supposed to happen, though.” 

Dimitry quickly responded to Estevez’ 
petition in the form of a letter submitted to 


File photo 
G. Estevez. 


the NECC Observer. He wrote about plans to 
lower ESL class size (as many as 39 students 
shared one classroom) as well as designating 
a larger room for lab space. 

Promise for spring: “On a temporary 
basis, we will increase the space available on 
the Haverhill campus for an ESL laboratory,” 
he writes, “Starting in the upcoming spring 
semester, an additional room will be assigned 
for an ESL lab-equivalent in size to the rooms 
now occupied by the reading and writing 
centers.” 

What sort of person generates the type of 
publicity that warrants a printed presidential 
response? 

Mark Palermo, ESL associate professor, 
said Estevez is an eager and highly motivated 
student with a rare fire in her heart. More- 
over, she isn’t afraid to confront the things 
she deems unjust. 

“She’s very strong-natured,” he said. 
“Guilly is the type of person — when she sees 
any unfairness or injustice — she speaks, and 
gets it offofher chest. And I think that’s avery 
healthy thing to do. Even in the Bible it says, 
‘Don’t let the sun set upon your anger,’ so 


(continued on page 5) 
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Crumbling 
foundation 


Library needs cash influx 
now before it’s too late 


So times are tough. What else is new? 

The Bentley library is the foundation 
of this college. Bearing that in mind, it 
hardly seems plausible to overlook an 
understaffed library, shortened hours for 
students utilizing the facilities, and a 
leaky roof, resulting in ruined materials. 
And of course, administrative fingers are 
walking the library grounds; looking for 
another slice of our educational pie. 

For months, an opening, or more 
appropriately, a hole in the library staff 
remains unfilled. Not only are staffers 
spreading themselves thin, but students 
are forced to compromise complete li- 
brarian services for the empty promise of 
a more lucrative tomorrow. 

New worker hired: After a brief hiring 
freeze, NECC administration hired a sales 
marketing person from the Center for 
Business and Industry. Even though li- 
brary staffers are scrambling to serve stu- 
dents, priority was given to recruiting 
business’, who hopefully, will send em- 
ployees here to receive training. Eventu- 
ally, NECC should draw in revenue from 
this endeavor. 

What ever happened to living in the 
“now”? 

Now, because of cutbacks, NECC 
students may not be able to use the 


Observer Editorial 


library on Saturdays. In fact, the library 
may be sliced back by as many as 15 fewer 
hours weekly. 

Roof leaks: Maybe that wouldn’t be 
such a bad idea, if only it were closing on 
Saturdays to repair the leaky roof. Unfor- 
tunately, a repair crew tried to fix the 
problem, which destroyed valuable books, 
but was obviously unsuccessful. 

The Bentley library was constructed 
for the same reason every other library 
was: to gather the most current informa- 
tion on a wealth of topics. But the library 
was already forced to offer roughly half of 
its main floor to administration for social 
events, and now administration is flirting 
with the prospect of stealing more. 

Why don’t they just convert the whole 
place into a huge banquet hall so stu- 
dents can just stuff their faces instead of 
their heads. 

While sacrifice-today and benefit-to- 
morrow sounds almost patriotic, prob- 
ably every NECC student will have moved 
on to make sacrifices elsewhere in life, by 
the time trickle-down NECConomics 
drips through the ceiling of the Bentley 
library. 


Free speech protection 


Anonymous posting revitalizes the spirit of protest 


The walls of NECC are boasting a flyer 
with a different message: 

“This notice is for the student body 
for the realization that John Dimitry 
does not want the public who pay his 
salary (the taxpayer and students on 
NECC) to succeed, but wallow in medi- 
ocrity.” 

Although the Odserver holds no opin- 
ion about the complaint against the 
president’s methods, we do condone and 
encourage the expression of student opin- 
ion. This poster is an excellentexample of 
the effect an intelligently organized com- 
plaint possesses. 

To be frank, NECC students do not 
have a history of speaking out on contro- 
versial issues. Almost all campus debates 


are handled by faculty and staff, and the 
presence of student government is 
minute. 

Clearly, a community college, with all 
its diversity, is filled with opinion. The 
understanding and resolution of contro- 
versial issues develops through vocaliza- 
tion. This notice, although it is anony- 
mous, has proven effective by attracting 
an audience. 

The Observer hopes to see more re- 
sponses in debate to this, as well as other 
issues. The spirit of intelligent, nonvio- 
lent protest has had an invaluable effect 
in shaping the United States. NECC, 
being a product of this democracy, can 
also benefit from the constitutional right 
of peaceful assembly. 
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So, call You rap? 


Tough start in ’94 


Little things that go wrong on campus 
add up to headaches for many students 


By R. CHRISTOPHER OTOVIC 
Observer Managing Editor 


t’s tough enough being a student, with 
out having to deal with little sideline 


additions to a rough day, week or semes- 
ter. 

Probably speaking for everyone at least 
once, daily blunders add up, turning a good- 
natured student into a raving psycho. Still, 
most of these problems cannot be avoided so 
we simply try to misdirect grief toward other 
empty areas. 

At NECC, some students walk around 
carrying extra weight on their shoulders. 
Wanting to attend some form of high educa- 
tion after receiving acceptable grades at 
NECC, obtaining a degree or keeping schol- 
arship money cause added pressure. 

Many things: Some students work part- 
time jobs in addition to school and others also 
play ball or donate time to the student senate, 
newspaper and other activities. When it comes 
down to a straight principle, school isn’t only 
classes and homework; it’s living life plus 
dealing with major pains in the buttocks. But 
it seems as if smaller details in life enhance 
these stressed-filled lines. 

Waiting in line in the cafe to buy a paper or 
cookie, wondering if the person seven people 
in front will ever decide if he has the exact 
change or not, is an ultimate stress-builder. 
Finally, after the 20-minute wait in line, the 
cashier is reached, and the food purchased. 

Tension grows further on the condiment 
line over a battle for the last spoon, or trying 
to squeeze ketchup out of the portion-con- 
trol packets and wearing more than needed, 

Wasted money: Realizing only so many 
registrar’s clerks are hired to help students, 
one wonders why the help is often caught 
attending to other personal duties such as 
apple munching or engaging in light conver- 
sion rather than cutting down on the rush 
line. 

The office’s ingenious idea of setting up 


| Otto Know 


help in the cafe with a “take-a-number” pro- 
cedure makes students feel like saying when 
called, “I'll have a half a pound of ham and a 
quarter-pound of roast beef, sliced thin.” 

Nevertheless, the college continues to hold 
this ridiculous supermarket system, driving 
students to drink and wondering if the line 
would move faster if help was paid by the 
person instead of by an hourly wage. 

How many students received a postcard in 
the mail mentioning course cancellations? 
This is a major disappointment. With some, 
anger and rage set in. Cancellations can’t be 
blamed solely on the administration, but 
they’re still aggravating. 

Lack of sack: By far, this is not a column 
of one person whining about daily stress. 
With exception to the June Cleavers attend- 
ing NECC, everyone has commented on 
some form of incompetence, but no one has 
ever had the guts to voice their complaints. 

Another stressful situation involves the 
coffee machine in C-building running out of 
cups at 10:59 before an 11 a.m. class. 

Another all-time favorite is a part-time 
instructor who doesn’t understand when a 
class begins and when it ends. Classes offi- 
cially start at five past the hour and end at five 
minutes before. NECC is notorious for its 
number of part-time instructors, but some 
are known as five-minute instructors. 

For better understanding, some teachers 
enjoy showing up to class five minutes late 
and holding the class five minutes late, with 
the intent of rushing through the last 10 
minutes of class. Most students rely on a 10- 
minute break between classes, but when a 
teacher keeps a class late and jams in material 
at the end, a student’s break is diminished. 

That always aggravates the edgy, but stu- 
dents continue to deal with the headaches 
and can’t do anything about it except gain a 
higher tolerance for the unnecessary. 


Got a gripe? 
Write a letter to the 
editor today to tell the 


NECC community how 
you feel. Drop it off in 
the Student Center by 


Feb.16. Thanks! 
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Yellow journalism back with vengeance 
MAE Lacks LAN acre © 


Kerrigan attack latest 
example of sleaze 
in media coverage 


By JASON STABLEFORD 
Observer Editor 


here’s no escaping it. Michael Jack- 

son, exploding Chevrolets, Nancy 

Kerrigan and Tonya Harding. Tab- 
loids, in print and on the tube, are a disgrace 
to journalism, and, ultimately, an insult to the 
intelligence of its viewers. 

News tabloids started about six years ago 
with the syndicated A Current Affair, and 
now networks have cashed in on the action 
with programs like NBC’s Dateline. Buying 
interviews and testing the limits of libel, these 
programs are screaming for journalistic re- 
form. 

Interference: But the threat these pro- 
grams pose is not just to the journalist com- 
munity. Our legal system struggles to keep up 
with the information the media digs up. With 
a nearly limitless budget and a nosy staff, TV 
tabloids can do the work of lawyers, judges 
and juries, and have a sentence within a half 
hour. 

Despite the sleaziness, Dateline’s success 
is hardly fading. The primetime news maga- 
zine that created news by blowing up a 
Chevrolet pickup truck, is still going strong. 

Sure, it endured an embarrassing apology 
on the air after the scam was uncovered, but 
that hasn’t slowed its sleazy pursuit ofa beefy 
story. If NBC had any decency, it would have 
thrown in the towel at the first sign of contro- 
versy. 

One hundred years ago, the term “yellow 
journalism” was applied to this practice of 
selling news. Back then, dueling newspapers 
tried to outdo each other’s coverage of events 
through outrageous comics and articles. 

Lost morals: The lessons learned in that 
era have obviously been forgotten, since the 
tactics of today’s news magazines hardly dif- 
fer. 

For starters, the practice of paying for 
interviews is intolerable. With $10,000, just 
about anyone will say just about anything. 
Tabloid shows have nothing to lose. 

Unfortunately, the shame does not rest on 
the TV tabloids alone. The National Enquirer 
and the Sum are infamous for tacky news 
coverage. 

The Boston Herald, our own local gem of 
a tabloid, recently ran a front-page story on 
the Tonya Harding controversy. The story: 
Harding’s former husband may implicate her 
for the plot to injure Nancy Kerrigan. This is 
no news story, just week-old information that 
forces the simple-minded readers into draw- 
ing a conclusion that Harding is guilty. 

Although there is nothing new to learn 


From the Left 


from the story, people read it anyway. 

Mistrial: Clearly, the course of justice is 
obstructed in one way or another. Even if the 
court can find an objective jury, the task of 
doing so is costly and unnecessary. With the 
public already believing in Harding’s guilt, an 
acquittal to the possible charges would go 
unnoticed. 

The truth is simple: the greater the shock 
value, the greater the story. 

The unidentified boy who accused Michael 
Jackson of sexual assault should thank the 
sleeze-media for his recent settlement. With- 
out their help, he might have actually had to 
spend a day in court. That would be a real 
nightmare for the little boy, having to work 
for a $5-40 million settlement. 

Who can blame Jackson? His catch-22 
situation gave him no choice but to tarnish his 
reputation. The tabloids, cornering him at 
their mercy, forced him into a settlement that 
not only cost him millions, but also his repu- 
tation and right to a fair trial. 

Reform: There are some ways to keep the 
tabloids going, while preserving the integrity 
of American justice. One way would be to 


mandate that they state if, and how much, 
they paid someone for an interview. That way 
the public could decide for itself whether or 
not the source should be taken seriously. 

One could argue that this is a form of 
censorship. A code for journalists, not unlike 
how the Hippocratic Oath works for physi- 
cians, could be an effective way to keep the 
tabloids in line. Those who refuse to conform 
to simple courtesies would be discredited by 
the general public. 

America has a love affair with the law suit, 
and the tabloid media isn’t helping. 

Behind any juicy tabloid news story is a 
thriving libel suit waiting to happen, yet the 
pace hasn’t been slowed. Six months after 
Dateline’s ordeal with General Motors, a 
defamation suit was filed against the program 
by an eye surgeon involved in one of its 
stories. 

It’s really a shame that so much journalis- 
tic effort is put to waste. Obviously, both 
television producers and print editors have 
found that trash sells. It’s hard to say that our 
lives are benefited by learning every aspect of 
the Buttafuco-Fisher ordeal, or being first to 
know what killed River Phoenix. 

Sure, it’s remarkable how quickly the tab- 
loids get the news, but the news they get isn’t 


always so notable. 

Money-hungry: It’s clear the mainstream 
news is affected by the values of the reporters. 
Clark Kent and Jimmy Olsen have been re- 
placed by green-loving yuppies. The high 
school grad with a talent for writing was 
pushed out of the way by the ivy-league news 
salesman. 

Their directive: “If it sells, it’s newswor- 

thy.” 
Just as the period of “yellow journalism” 
was immortalized as a gray period ofthe press, 
the sleeze-media will come to its own demise. 
As law suits and scandals like the Dateline 
controversy bring the tabloid mess closer to 
the boiling point, a backlash of sensible jour- 
nalism will occur. 

Then maybe we will look back at this as the 
money-hungry era of “green journalism.” 


Bogus news 


“With $10,000, just about 
anyone will say just about 
anything.” 


Dillon Mash, business transfer 
“Yes. The media definitely has an 
effect on major cases.” 


Monica Hicks, nursing 
“Definitely. So many people read 
about the big cases and watch them 
on TV. That has to have a direct 
impact.” 


Bill Hadley, engineering 

“Yes. Media coverage, especially on 
high-profile cases are bound to ef- 
fect the outcome, like the Denny 


trial, Michael Jackson, Tonya 


Harding, etc.” 


E. Floudaras photos 


Todd Fenlon, health information. 

“Yes, because they blow everything 
out of proportion and misinterpret 
the facts.” 


Lynita Daneau, marketing /sales 
“Yes, everyone makes an opinion 
before the case is even tried. The 
person cannot get a fair trial.” 
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Let me tell you abo 


ut the verb ‘to be’ 
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LISA HICKEY talks grammar with Faith Benedetti in the writing center. 


Grammar workshops help 
students’ writing skills 


By PAUL CARTEIRO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The grammar workshop series, a semes- 
ter-long program designed to help stu- 
dents and staff understand various gram- 
mar-related issues, is once again being 
offered at NECC. 

Now in its third semester, the series, 
presented by the writing center and the 
student support services project, consists 
ofa number of workshops geared toward 
students with grammar problems. 

Lighten up: “We try to take fear out of 
grammar and approach topics in a fun 
way,” saidFaith Benedetti , workshop fa- 
cilitator. 

The workshops address many topics 
concerning the proper use of language, 
MLA style, commas, punctuation and 
more, 

One of the series’ goals is to help 


students independently proofread and cor- 
rect their own papers, stressing the need 
for students to tackle grammar problems 
on their own. 

The series includes a transfer essay work- 
shop for students wishing to transfer to a 
college or university, and a research paper 
mini-series that discusses many topics re- 
garding research papers and the proper 
use of MLA documentation style. 

Because of limited time for teaching 
grammar within NECC course schedules, 
the grammar workshop series also helps 
faculty by lessening the burden of gram- 
mar-related issues during class time with 
students, Benedetti said. 

The series of workshops will be held 
Mondays from 11 a.m. to noon in C-209 
in Haverhill and runs through April. 

No fee or registration is necessary to 
attend any of the various workshops. Call 
ext. 5802 or 5803 for further information. 


other local libraries making cuts in all areas. 
Until now, the NECC library has not had to 
reduce its hours. With only three full-time 
employees covering two libraries, one person 
must work overtime to keep the doors open. 

Tied hands: “There’s nobody else to work, 
and we can’t close doors because of no help,” 
Bevilacqua said. 

All this may change soon. Though it’s not 
official, the library may have to cut back hours 
to save costs. 

“We may cut between 10-15 hours a 
week, within the next couple weeks,” 
McDonald said. 

The library is open weekdays until 9:30 


p-m., and Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. If 


cut backs are necessary, the evening and week- 
end hours may be reduced or eliminated, 
administrators said. 

Depressing: “I’d be bummed out if the 
library was closed,” said student Michelle 
Downer. “I have to take the bus here from 
Newburyport because this library has every- 
thing. People’s grades may suffer ifthe library 
is closed, especially on Saturdays.” 

Despite the potential inconveniences, ad- 
ministrators maintain the library is still not a 
top priority at this time. 

“Right now, it’s not at the top of our list,” 
McDonald said. 

“T don’t think the library is considered to 
be a top priority,” Kelly added. 
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program. Students participating in the pro- 
gram will have the necessary computer and 
phone skills to start at an agency quickly. 

“Our goal is to ensure that when the 
students get out into the workplace, they can 
actually start working right away,” Roaf said. 
“Ina small agency, new employees just don’t 
have the experience to start answering the 
phone right away.” 

Experience essential: Terrence Monahan, 


owner of Essex County Travel, is optimistic of 


the venture with the school. He also notes the 
difficulty of finding experienced agents. 

“It is difficult to find people entering the 
field who have the experience we need,” he 
said. “By getting involved at the education 
level, we are guaranteeing that we will have a 
well-trained pool of agents.” 

As far as business is going, Roaf says it was 
difficult at first, starting at the break between 
semesters, but things are looking better now. 

“It was tough at first, because we got set 
up right before Christmas break, and every- 
one was gone,” Roaf said. “But now that 
students, faculty and staffare back, business is 
picking up. I havea very positive feeling about 
the future.” 

NECC President John R. Dimitry encour- 
ages the collaboration with local businesses. 

“This is a perfect example of how the 


John R. Dimitry 


“This is a perfect example 
of how the college can work 
with private industry to 
assure that graduates have 
the skills that are needed to 
make them good employ- 
ees,” he saia. 


college can work with private industry to 
ensure that graduates have the skills that are 
needed to make them good employees,” Dim- 
itry said. 

More to come: Jean Poth, assistant dean 
of the business department, first proposed the 
idea of the agency on campus. She hopes to 
see similar ventures at NECC soon. 

“We plan to build on the success of this 
venture in the future,” Poth said. “We have 
already begun to look at what can be done 
with the banking field.” 


Make the World Your Classroom 


Six Reasons Why Students 
Choose NECC Study Abroad: 


Access to Student Services: 
Programs offer many extra fea- 
tures such as orientation, on-site 
support/academic counseling, 
side-trips, and social activities. 


Wide range of courses: Curricula 

include courses in the humanities and social 
sciences as well as in business, art and design, 
and marketing — many programs offer internship 
options. Credits are transferrable to U.S. col- 
leges and universities. 


Canada 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cyprus 
Ecuador 
England 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Mexico 
Portugal 
Spain 
Switzerland 


Choices of more than 20 Study 
Abroad Programs: Semester 
long and short programs (January 
and summer). 


Homestay Options Available: Living with 
host families accelerates language acquisition 
and gives in-depth knowledge of another 
culture. 


Competitive and Reasonable Cost: 
$600.00 NECC President's incentive 
scholarship and financial aid available. 
(For Haverhill High graduates additional 
scholarship assistance is available.) 


No Language Requirement for 
Admission: Language studies 
while abroad highly recommended. 


For more information, contact: 
DR. Usha Sellers, Director, Study Abroad Programs 
Northern Essex Community College, Elliott Way, Haverhill, Ma 01830 


508-374-3969 
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Change-from page 1 


speaking your mind is a very healthy thing.” 

Estevez didn’t allude to biblical excerpts, 
but she did mirror Palermo’s comments about 
speaking out. 

Own initiative: “Someone had to say some- 
thing about ESL problems,” she said. “So 
many students pass through the ESL system 
and never did anything to make it better, so I 
did something about it myself.” 

Born in the Dominican Republic, Estevez 
moved to New York when she was 18. Her 
parents had difficulties making ends meet, 
and wanted a better life for their daughter. 

Converted: Initially, Estevez was unhappy 
with the move, but has since grown to appre- 
ciate her struggle in a foreign country. 

“I was so unhappy when I first came here 
(America),” she said. “But looking back, I 
know that there weren’t as many opportuni- 
ties in the Dominican Republic.” 

Opportunity is the key word. Estevez be- 
lieves everyone should have an equal oppor- 
tunity to succeed. 

“Tf had one wish,” she said, “It would be 
for people to stop looking at me like I don’t 
exist. So many times people talk to me like I’m 
trash. I know I’m a good person.” 

No one has acknowledged Estevez as an 
irritant, however, NECC’s administration is 
receiving more pressure from her today. 

Having lived in Lawrence, she sympa- 
thizes with students who suffer from what 
Estevez calls “poor transportation.” Estevez 
said NECC is behind the times regarding 
shuttle transportation between the Lawrence 
and Haverhill campuses. 

Wasted time: “Most of the other com- 
munity colleges have no problems with get- 
ting students to school,” she said. “I drive to 
school, but there is no reason why students 
should have to wait an hour to get to class. 
The buses pick them up and drive all over 
Lawrence for an hour before they go to 
Haverhill.” 


Asked why a 33-year-old Andover woman 
would challenge administration about a trans- 
portation problem between Lawrence and 
Haverhill, particularly when she drives a car, 
Palermo said Estevez is the model of hope. 

“When I see students practicing leader- 
ship and empowering themselves, I get a real 
rush out ofit,” he said. “Because I think that’s 
what’s going to save this country ifit’s not too 
late. That’s what is going to pull us out of the 
fire.” 

Friends of the blossoming leader aren’t 
surprised about her involvement at school. 
One of Estevez’ oldest acquaintances, Connie 
Santer, could hardly contain her laughter 
when questioned about her friend’s charac- 
ter. 

“That lady — when she’s got something 
on her mind —she goes for it!” she said. “She 
always fights for what is right; and she does it 
the right way.” 

Santer reluctantly shared a personal expe- 
rience she had with Estevez. Normally, the 
picture of responsibility, Estevez is human 
like the rest of us. 

Fiery nights: “We are very close,” she said. 
“One time, about 10 years ago, when I was 
separated from my husband, I said, ‘Guilly, 
let’s pretend we are single tonight.’ We went 
out dancing and drinking and gave phone 
numbers out — it was so funny. Of course, we 
never called those people back. That same 
night, the bar burned down. We found out 
the next day and we couldn’t stop laughing.” 

Ten years later, Estevez spends her nights 
attending to her children. Her devotion to 
education is evidenced by their strong vo- 
cabularies, comprehension and willingness to 
engage in conversation. 

Her oldest child said he has a lot to be 
thankful for. At the ripe old age of 8, Kalish, 
a third-grader and future ninja, said his mom 
is a good woman. 

My hero: “She’s so smart,” he said. “And 


Merrimack was 
the only school for me... 


Sean Lydon 
Andover, Massachusetts 


because of its location, 
affordability, and 

good reputation. 

The staff is very /relpful... 
and the professors 

are concerned about each 
student's well-being. 
The transfer of courses 

is very flexible... 


and registration is easy! 


Northern Essex Community College 


Accounting Major 
Treasurer of Student Senate 


Merrimack College 
Accounting Major 


Secretary of Commuter Council 


Merrimack 


CLONE aeGek 


For more information call the Office of Admissions 
508-837-5100 


Waiting for the next 


move 


E. Floudaras photo 


PLAYING AIRTWISTER, students enjoy one of several activities during 
Clubfair 94, sponsored by the student activities office. 


she wants everybody at her school to be 
smart, too. My favorite thing about my mom 
is that she always plays checkers with me; and 
she never left me home alone when I was a 
baby. She took care of me.” 

Ten years after she broke hearts at a certain 
scorched bar, Estevez’ idea of a “good time” 
equates with what most parents call “just 
another night with the kids.” 

“My idea of a perfect night is to take my 
kids (ages 8, 7 and 4) out for a movie,” she 
said. “And when we got home, I would talk 
with them about the movie we had seen when 
I cook their dinner. Then I would put them 
to bed and relax.” 

Dependent: As a single mother and a full- 
time physical therapy student, Estevez has her 
hands full. Even putting food on the table is 
a challenge as a welfare recipient. Though she 
is unhappy having to use public assistance, she 


tries very hard to keep it in perspective. 

“T don’t like having to receive that public 
assistance money,” she said. “And that is why 
I’m in school and trying to get a good educa- 
tion. That’s why I want my kids to get the 
education they deserve.” 

Eventually, Estevez hopes to gain employ- 
ment as a physical therapist. Her parents 
always encouraged her to be the best she 
could be, and in turn, she wishes the same for 
her children. In her eyes, nothing is as impor- 
tant as her children striving to meet the 
demands of an educated America. 

Her work at NECC exemplifies her ideals 
on equality. Aside from realizing her children’s 
success one day, Estevez has another goal. 

“Someday, I’d like to speak perfect En- 
glish,” she said. “Someday, I'll be able to look 
any American native in the eye without them 
looking away, and I'll feel proud.” 


STUDENTS 


How Much Gan You Save? 


No Finance Charges 

No Down Payment Option* 
Monthly Payments 

No Down Payment at Renewal 


“Apply 70 days in advance prior to renewal of existing policy. Finance and service charges 
may be costing you $75 to $200 or more per year. Auto insurance rates are set by the state, 
additional charges are not. Why pay more for the same coverage? 


Call Today For More Information 
SAVE YOUR HARD-EARNED MONEY!! 


(508) 374-6365 


FAX YOUR PRESENT POLICY TO 374-7769 


R.B. Kimball 


Insurance Agency, Inc. 
107 Merrimack Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
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Counseling provides services 


Workshops available on topics of help to all full- and part-time students 


The counseling center provides many oppor- 
tunities, including the following programs: 
NECC's personal counseling component pro- 
vides a short-term treatment program attend- 
ing to a range of personal issues on an emer- 
gency or ongoing basis. 

NECC's career development program pro- 
vides the opportunity to work with both 
individuals and groups on issues of career 
choice, career change and life/work plan- 
ning. 

Career counseling is based on a develop- 
mental approach, including identification and 
assessment of skills, interests, values, prefer- 
ences and priorities. 

The division of continuing education and 
community services counseling component 
provides academic and transfer counseling to 
students during the day, but primarily eve- 
nings through the DCE and CS Office B- 
204, ext. 3800. 

Liaison work with extension campuses, 
agencies and businesses in the community are 
involved. 

The transfer counseling program facili- 
tates informed, selective student transfer de- 
cisions for colleges and promotes transfer 
articulation for students both days and eve- 
nings. 

Please come to the counseling center, F- 
121, or call Betty Coyne, assistant dean for 
counseling; or Marian Clay, counseling secre- 
tary, at 374-3790. 

Personal counseling 

Individual appointments are scheduled by 
coming to the counseling center, F-121, or 
by calling 374-3790 

Haverhill campus 

Dr. Larry Bernstein, psychologist, consul- 
tation, Thursday, 8:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 

Jane Bradley, personal counselor, Mon- 
day, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 8:30 
a.m, to 4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 1 to 4:30 p.m. 

Carol Speranza, master’s candidate in 
counseling psychology, Lesley College, Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m to 2 
p.m. 

Kathryn Ayoob, masters candidate in coun 
seling psychology, Antioch College, Mon- 
day, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Walk-In service 

Counseling center reception area, F-121, 
Monday through Friday, 1 to 2 p.m., with 
Jane Bradley. 

Students may come in without appoint 
ments, with personal issues and questions. 

Lawrence campus 

Personal support, referral and outreach. 

Jane Bradley, Tuesday, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.; Carol Speranza, Monday, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.; Kathryn Ayoob, Wednesday, 10. a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Massachusetts Regional Community Col- 
leges Student Accident and Sickness Insur 
ance. 

Since Sept. 1, 1989, all students, (Day or 
DCE and CS division) enrolled in nine credits 
or more are required to carry health insurance 


g- 


Carey S 
Bookstore 


134 Newton Rd. 


i (Route 108), Plaistow 
(603) 382-5506 


New and used 
paper back books 


Hours: 


Mon. & Tues. 10 AM -6 PM 
Wed. & Thur. 10 AM -8 PM 
Fri. 10 AM -9 PM 
Saturday 10 AM -6 PM 
Sunday 11AM -5 PM 


as mandated by the Universal Health Care 
Bill of Massachusetts. 

This includes inpatient and outpatient 
mental health coverage as well as special alco 
hol and drug abuse benefits. 

Contact Jane Bradley, personal counselor, 
F-121, for referrals, and health services, F 
112, for your NECC Health Care Plan Ben- 
efits (subject to updated regulations). 

The following free, personal counseling 
groups are available 

Haverhill campus 

Goal Setting — beginning Feb. 8: Dis 
cuss new, effective strategies for getting what 
you want in every area of your life for more 
balance, success and contentment; Tuesdays, 
noon to | p.m.; facilitated by Carol Speranza, 
master’s candidate. 

Assertiveness for men and women — 
beginning Feb. 10: At times all of us are either 
too aggressive, passive or noncommittal when 
assertiveness is needed; Thursdays, 1 to 2 
p-m.; facilitated by Kathyrn Ayoob and Carol 
Speranza, master’s candidates. 

Relationships — beginning Feb. 11: Ina 
small-group setting, learn to identify and 
effectively address needs and issues that arise 
in relationships; Fridays, 11 a.m. to noon; 
facilitated by Jane Bradley, personal counse- 
lor. 

Mental health technology group — be- 
ginning Feb. 11: Fridays, noon to 1 p.m.; 
facilitated by Kathryn Ayoob, master’s candi- 
date. 

Grief and loss — beginning Feb. 9: Learn 
how to deal with it, express it and share it as 
a personal growth transition; Wednesdays, 
noon to 1:p.m.; facilitated by Carol Speranza, 
master’s candidate. 

Let’s look at anger — beginning Feb. 9: 
Encounter the emotion of anger as construc- 
tive energy, and discover more effective ways 
to communicate needs to ourselves and oth- 
ers; Wednesdays, 1 to 2 p.m.; facilitated by 
Carol Speranza, master’s candidate. 

Women and self-esteem — beginning 
Feb. 10: Through discussion and structured 
activities, explore myths and truths about 
women and self esteem; Thursdays, 2 to 3 
p.m.; facilitated by M. J. Pernaa, coordinator 
of career development. 

Lawrence campus 

Cultural Diversity — beginning Feb. 9: 
Explore your awareness, perceptions, feelings 
and appreciation for the diversity and richness 
of different cultures; Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 
noon, facilitated by Kathyrn Ayoob, master’s 
candidate 

Freshmen nursing group — Feb. 7: Mon 
days, 10:15 to 11:30a.m.; facilitated by Carol 
Speranza, master’s candidate. 

Women returning to school: A Support 
Group — beginning Feb. 7: Discuss issues 
and strategize solutions in areas such as in- 
creased demands on time, setting priorities, 
managing stress, making decisions and ad- 
justing to college life; Mondays, noon to 1 
p.m.,; facilitated by Carol Speranza, master’s 
candidate. 


Auto Radiator 
Service 
Inc. 


GA 


Complete Auto 
Repairs 


143 Marston Street 
Lawrence 


(508) 685-9251 


TAiRe a 27 
Ai 4) VlOS%D 


Haverhill and Lawrence campuses 

Stress Management: A practical presenta- 
tion, discussion and application of techniques 
designed to manage and reduce stress; Hav- 
erhill, beginning Feb. 7, Mondays, 11: to 
noon; Lawrence, beginning Feb. 9, Wednes- 
days, 10 to 11 a.m.; facilitated by Kathyrn 
Ayoob, master’s candidate. 

Transfer counseling days 

For information and/or appointments, 
call Betty Coyne, counseling administrator 
and transfer coordinator, 374-3790, or come 
to the counseling center. 

Transfer counseling evenings 

For transfer information and/or appoint- 
ments, call Janet O’ Keeffe, DCE & CS coun- 
selor, 374-3800 or come to DCE & CS 
Office, B-204. 

Division of continuing education 

and community services counseling 

Janet O'Keeffe, DCE & CS counselor, 


MASTERS 


SELF DEFENSE CENTERS 


Men 
Women $9900 


& Children 


Classes Available 


* For 2 months of lessons 
* Free uniform 
* Free lifetime registration 


Morning, Afternoon & 
Evening classes available 
Limited space, sign up now ! 


Cedar Brook Plaza, Plaistow 


(603) 382-1150 


Winter hell 


E. Floudaras photos 
ICY STEPS and snowy terrain cre- 
ate treacherous traveling obstacles 
for bundlied-up NECC pedestrians. 


Monday and Wednesday, 12:30 to 8:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 5: p.m. 

Tom O’Brien, DCE counselor, Tuesday 
and Thursday, 4: to 8 p.m., works in coopera- 
tion with Janet O’Keeffe. 

To make appointments, call 374-3800, or 
come to the DCE and CS Office, B-204. 

Transfer evening 

Thursday, April 14, 5:30 to 8 p.m., liberal 
arts C- building, main entrance. 

For more information, see M. J. Pernaa, 
coordinator of career development; Marian 
Labonte, career counselor. 

Student center 

We appreciate your referrals, suggestions, 
questions and requests for counseling ser- 
vices, groups and workshops, which are in the 
interest of our students. 

Please call or come to the counseling 


center, F-121, 374-3790. 


Spring Break ‘94 


CANCUN -BAHAMAS 
JAMAICA - FLORIDA 
& PADRE 
110% Lowest Price 
Guarantee! 


Organize 15 friends and 
your trip is FREE ! 


STUDENT TRAVEL 
We gheyorhe erid frie 


CALL 1-800-328-7283 
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Attention Health Career Students 


Earn free room and board plus a stipend at the 


ASSISTED LIVING CENTER OF SALISBURY 


— Taking care of frail and disabled elderly 
— Ovenight coverage on a rotating shift 


For more information, contact Arthur Signorelli at the 
Student Activities office, Haverhill, 508-374-3731, or 
Scott Marcelais at the Assisted Living Center, Salisbury, 508-462-8600 
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Nancy Salazar, Amy Salyards, Sopheap San, 
Jaratzed Sanchez, Remigia Sanchez, Armando 
Sangermano, Flor Santana, William Santomas, 
John Santomassimo, Michael Santoro, Rosario 
Santos, Mary Ann Sawlan, Jennifer Sayler, 
Deborah Schiavoni, Jillian Schleicher, Ann 
Schrempf, David Schroeder, Norah Scott, 
Linda Seaman, Jason Sears, Lisa Sears, Svetlana 
Seifer, Leonid Semenoy, Mary Sesak, Michael 
Sharrow, Brian Shaughnessy, Jason Shaw, 
Theresa Shedd, Kelly-Anne Sheehan, Kerri- 
Lynne Sheehan, Suzanne Siegel, Nancy 
Sielicki, John Sikora, Ralph Silva, Sally Silva, 
Heather Simons, Corrine Slater, Laurel 
Slongwhite, Brenda Smith, Frank Smith, Joy 
Smith, Kelley Smith, Kimberly Smith, Will- 
iam Sobolewski, Kimberly Soellner, Margaret 
Solon, Lisa Sommovigo, Cruz Sosa, Deborah- 
Lee Soule, J. Bruce Spaulding, Jeffrey Spero, 
Philip Spitalere, Christine Sprizza, Jody St 
Laurent, Jason Stableford, Rachael Staff, Dean 
Stanley, Kelly Steele, Nataliya Stefanova, Kurt 
Stephan, Chet Stevens, Kathleen Stevens, 
Fatima Stewart, Nebojsa Stojkovic, Michelle 
Sturk, Tracy Sturtevant, Mary Stys, Barbara 
Sullivan, Kristen Suppa, Heidi Lynn Swarbrick 
T 
Daniel Tafte, Donny Tahan, Alethea Talas, 
Gretchen Tammik, Ana Tapia, Richard 
Tarczon, Michael Tardif, Orquidea Taveras, 
Yudelka Tejeda, Leyd Tejeda, Christina 
Theberge, Renee Therrian, Sarah Thibodeau, 
Kathleen Thoma, Anne Thomas, Lyn Tho- 
mas, Robert Thompson, Brian Thornton, 
Rachel Tilden, Edward Tinker, Genya 
Tolokunskaya, Luz Torres, Rebecca Traister, 
Thanh Tran, Thanh Tran, Truc Tran, Diane 
Trim, Wanda Trinidad, Rachel Troia, Sheri 
Trudel, Jared Tuccolo, Donna Tulley, Aaron 
Turchin, Irene Tyler 
U 
Dinelba Ubiera 
Vv 
Sonia Valdez, Alexis Valhouli, Alexander 
Vannett, Juana Vargas, Yocasta Vasquez, 
Erin Vaughan, Lydia Vega, Yscania Ventura, 
Karen Verdon, Kathleen Vesey, Eileen Vets, 
Donna Vickers, Thuynga Vo 
Ww 
Colin Walker, Jr. Lawrence Walker, Stacia 
Waraska, Christopher Warren, Douglas 
Welch, Katherine West, Erica Weston, Terry 
Wheeler, Suzanne Wheelock, Kimberley 
Whiteacre, Katherine Whitmarsh, Brian 
Whitney, Shelly Whitney, Erin Wholley, Su- 
san Wilkinson, Maria Willett, Bobbi Will- 
iams, Kathleen Williams, Zandra Williams, 
Barbara Wilson, Meredith Wilson, Shirley 
Winchester, Richard Wladkowski, Stephanie 
Worth 


Y 
Igor* Yatskar, Christopher Yemma, Yeo 
Patricia, Cristino Ynfante, Craig Young, Jo- 
seph Young, Linda Young, Peter Young, 
Sharon Young 


z 
Nelya Zarudnaya, Vladimar Zemlyakov, 
Tatiana Zemlyakova, Paul Ziady, Tatyana 
Zolotykh, Justin Zuill 
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College snags grant 


Wellness center to benefit with new programs 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


ECC recently accepted a grant of over $24,000 to 

educate the campus about current health issues. 

Offered by the Massachusetts Department of Edu- 
cation to local colleges, it comes with an agenda to educate 
the student body about the dangers of tobacco use, drug 
and alcohol abuse, AIDS and HIV education, sexual/ 
racial/cultural harassment and the prevention of violent 
behavior, especially domestic violence. 

The grant will be divided between the offices of student 
health services, staff development and student activities 
under their respective department heads, said Arthur Signo 
relli, director of student activities. The grant will be overseen 
by an NECC advisory committee, headed by Norm Landry, 
dean of student services, and Joe Brown, dean of adminis- 
tration. 

Big open: The Wellness Center is slated for a grand 
opening March 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. The day's 
celebration will include a presentation by the Mooney 
Twins, who will present a comedy show dealing with drug 
and alcohol abuse, multiculturalism, racism and sexism in 
the student lounge. 

The center will use its facilities to inform students on 
various health issues. 

Located off the student center lounge, it will feature a 
new computer available to run interactive software like Keep 
off the Grass, Cocaineand Alcohol: Drinking and Not Drink- 
ing. 

A quarter of the grant will go to hiring a part-time staff- 
associate to be appointed as “wellness coordinator.” This 
position has not been filled, but the employee will supervise 
the wellness center for 15 hours per week and be available 
for in-class presentations. 

Student health services helped students with health 
concerns since the opening of school, and, under the 
direction of Pat Kepschull, has educated students about 
important issues for over 10 years. 

The new funding excites Kepschull. 


“We have all sorts of things planned,” Kepschull said. 
“Including a vaudevillian theatre from Screaming for Pleasure 
Productions, they operate on unicycles with painted faces and 
deal with things like drunk driving, date rape and other related 
substance abuse issues. The show, which features a workshop, 
Last Call, is tentatively scheduled for April 13 from 12-1.” 

Kepschull also said the grant may be renewed yearly. 

Smoking seminar: Also planned are several activities to 
deal with the problems of cigarette smoking. 

A model ofa human lung damaged by tar and nicotine will 
be displayed as well as a secondhand smoke simulator for those 
who do not smoke and wonder what harm their lungs may of 
incurred. 

These models will be joined by two others that promote 
anti-smoking environments. After viewing the damage that 
can be caused by nicotine, students can visit the wellness 
center and attempt to quit with the help of videos, interactive 
software and pamphlets. 

A visit by a section of the AIDS quilt is planned for the 
spring. The quilt is a travelling memorial to those people who 
have died from the disease. The Names Project, as it is known, 
will accompany a day of AIDS awareness on both campuses. 
A booklet titled HIV/AIDS: Prevention for the Familywill be 
available to NECC students. 

Judith Kamber, coordinator of staff development, will 
organize several grant-funded events. Among the activities 
offered to staffers will be classes in American Sign Language 
and a Spanish class taught by Jack Aronson. 

Karate Master Herman Ocasio plan to teach a self-defense 
class. Ocasio has studied martial arts for over 23 years and 
offers 12 classes in the dance studio every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. through March 10. The 
same 12 classes will be offered on the Lawrence campus 
starting March 1. 

“In the comprehensive health grant, there are two areas 
that the office of staff development took advantage of,” 
Kamber said. “One area is cultural diversity; that is where you 
get the Spanish and the sign language classes. The other area 
is to find ways to teach people about violence and how to avoid 
it; that is where you get the self-defense classes.” 


To Health 


PAT KEPSCHULL, director of student health ser- 
vices, and Donna Montalbano get ready to adminis- 
ter a new wellness grant for student health services. 


For more information call Kamber at ext. 3955. 

Theater: The staff development office will also host Hit- 
ting Home, a play centering on domestic violence Feb. 15 at 
7:30 p.m. 

“This is the play’s second year here,” Kamber said.“Last 
year, it was well-received.” 

“Asa team, we can work toward assuring that students and 
staff benefit from the grant,” Signorelli said. “ This isa golden 
opportunity for many areas of the campus to work together 
and create programming everyone will benefit from.” 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


he Center for Disease Control re 
cently embarked on an all-inclusive 
media ad campaign that advocates 
condom use to help fight the AIDS epidemic 

The 30-second television and radio spots 
address condom use and abstinence, tackling 
the subject of “safe sex” in a more realistic 
manner than previous ads. 

For instance, one TV ad features a young 
actor kissing and giggling with an actress until 
she asks, “Did you bring it?” The male re 
sponds, “Uh-oh... I forgot it,” and she re- 
plies, “Then... forget it.” 

Multicultural message: These ads, also 
produced in Spanish, encourage condom use 
every time a person has sexual intercourse 
Images of condoms jump out of shirt pockets 
with an announcer saying, “It would be nice 
if latex condoms were automatic. But since 
they’re not, using them should be.” 

All television ads will feature the “America 


New look on 


AMERICA 
RES PON-DS 


TO ALD S 


old message 


honest, up-front approach to the serious prob- 
lems of HIV and SFD’s. No longer will we 
stick our heads in the sand. Television has 
definitely taken risks, and I applaud their 
efforts.” 

New approach: Radio spots feature celeb- 
rities such as Martin Lawrence and Jason 
Priestly saying that if you could get HIV from 
listening to their voices on the radio, you 
would change the channel. 

A condom is then stretched over the mi- 
crophone and muffled voices are heard. 

The condom is then removed and the 
actors liken the protection condoms offer 
from their voices with the protection offered 
from HIV. 

The CDC taped a full 60-second radio 
spot featuring Red Hot Chili Peppers vocalist 
Anthony Keidis, but dropped it to avoid 
embarrassment stemming from a previous 
sexual assault charge against Keidis. 

This multi-million dollar ad campaign by 
the CDC joining local media spots and activi- 
ties occurring in local communities. Those 


Responds to AIDS” logo and will broadcast 
the toll-free number (1-800-342-AIDS) for 
a free brochure about AIDS and condoms. 
Several television ads encourage couples 
to take time in relationships as well as to 
engage in the safest sex of all, abstinence. 


. Ss 
» L 


The ads feature facial shots of attractive 
females and males saying, “I want you,” then 
speaking intimately into the camera about the 
relationship they would like to have with, the 
viewer. 

They end the spot by saying, “There is a 
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time for us to be lovers. We will wait until that 
time comes.” 
Donna Montalbano, assistant nurse at the 
Haverhill campus, is excited about the ads. 
“Finally, ads are addressing issues of the 
20th century,” she said. “These ads are an 


interested in AIDS awareness might also want 
to view the recently released Tri Star movie 
Philadelphia, starring Tom Hanks. 

The CDC estimates 12 million Americans 
contracting sexually transmitted diseases this 
year, including HIV. 
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Local Female Models wanted for calendar/print 

work. No experience necessary. 

Interviews and applications will be taken on 
Sunday, March 6, from 10 to 5 at the 


Best Western, 407 Lowell Ave., Haverhill. 


Must be 18 years of age with positive ID. For more 
information call 508-521-7092. 
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Co-op program helps with careers 


Students learn, possibly earn, while placed in jobs in outside local companies 
a : | 


By TRACY GEEKIE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


o longer will students be thrown 
into the workplace after graduation 
with little orno preparation. NECC’s 


co-operative education program helps to make 
students more employable to potential em- 
ployers. 

“We're trying to get students to realize 
there’s a hidden job market,” Lorraine Mul- 
let said, job developer of cooperative educa- 
tion. “Co-op allows you to taste the field to 
see if you like it.” 

While that is the program’s goal, a closer 
look reveals a multidimensional core. 

Not only are students able to get hands-on 
experience in their chosen fields, they also 
learn the skills needed to compete in an ever- 
changing economy. 

Essential tool: The first step toward suc- 
ceeding is the resume, perhaps the single- 
most valuable tool in making a good impres- 
sion. 

“We try to get students to understand that 
a resume is a marketing tool,” Mullet said. 

Preparing a resume does not have to be a 
trying experience. Co-op employees stress 
job responsibilities instead of job titles. 

Many people have the makings of a solid 
resume, but are too intimidated. Co-op un- 
derstands this and offers assistance. 

“We will work with the students to put 
together a resume,” Mullet said. 


School Work 


E. Floudaras 


LORRAINE MULLET helps apply know-how in the real world as a job developer for 
the NECC co-op program. Students interested can contact Mullet in C-310. 


Placement: Once a student has a resume, 
the next step is the job search. Whether a 
student has a job set up or needs help finding 
one, co-op plays an active role in the search- 
ing process. 

“We work with students and employers,” 
Mullet said. “We’re developing jobs.” 


Students should ask themselves, “Does 
this job relate to my major?” 

“The job has to be a practical application 
to your career objectives,” she said. 

Co-op is not simply a place to find a part- 
time job. The program is structured to help 
students understand everything involved in 


the employment process, from the initial re- 
sume creation to the actual work. 

“The students can get ‘real’ knowledge in 
the workplace,” Rosemarie Dittmers said, 
coordinator of the student literacy program. 
“They can also get three credits.” 

Requirements: To receive the three cred- 
its, a student must meet program require- 
ments, including signing a “training agree- 
ment,” which highlights a student’s objec- 
tives at the work site; maintaining a journal 
and attending weekly meetings. 

Evaluations must be completed by both 
student and employer, and a three-to-five 
page reflection paper must be passed in, where 
students discuss their experience in the pro- 
gram. 

“The experience is the most important 
thing,” Dittmer said. As coordinator, her role 
involves training tutors. These tutors partici- 
pate in local schools working with children. 
Currently, a family literacy program, focused 
on Lawrence, includes the tutor working 
with a family once a week. 

“The students get three co-op credits and 
we train them to work in a community service 
project of literacy,” Dittmer said. 

Students interested in participating in Co- 
op or the Co-op Student Literacy Corps 
should speak with a staff member in C-310. 

“Come meet with the person in your area 
(of study),” Mullet said. “Even if you’re not 
ready for co-op, you’re building a reper- 
toire.” 
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By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


nspired by the herculean physiques of modern 
action-heroes and athletes, thousands of teenag 
ers use steroids to bypass the rigors of increasing 

and defining muscle-mass the natural way. 

Most young adults who engage in regular physical 
exercise, such as weight-lifting, demonstrate gradual 
improvements; however, an alarming number of youths 
dabble in the dangerous world of steroids. 

According to the U.S, Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration, black-market steroid sales exceed $400 million 
annually. The vehicle for the sales: contacts made at local 
gyms, and mail-order forms from Europe, Canada and 
Mexico, which can be found anywhere teenagers congre- 
gate. 

Selective: There are exceptions, however, Jim Slavit 
of the New Outlook gym, Haverhill, refuses to allow 
steroid abusers into his establishment. Of course, it isn’t 
always easy to tell who uses them, but Slavit said he can 
usually spot them. 

“We don’t cater to people who abuse steroids,” he 
said. “I can normally spot a guy on steroids. If someone 
looks juiced up and wants to join our fitness center, I try 
to discourage him. I don’t want anybody talking about 
steroids here because this isn’t just some gym—it’s a 
fitness center.” 

Athletes are still using anabolic steroids, because they? 
are effective. Medical researchers have determined that 
steroids increase both muscle size and strength. The 
down side to steroid use outweighs, in the opinions of 
experts, any positive effects 

An article in The Physician and Sportsmedicine out- 
lines the risks of steroid abuse 

Physically, anabolic steroids reduce sperm count in 
men, and leads to sterility and testicular atrophy. Acne 
and balding are also common drawbacks. 

Some men experience a temporary boost in libido. 
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A MAN DESTROYED BY 


OLYMPIC SPRINT RUNNER BEN JOHNSON TAKES A 


By R. CHRISTOPHER OTOVIC 
Observer Managing Editor 


t’s a subject some athletes don’t want to talk 
about, and usually the one’s who won’t talk 
are guilty. Steroids are a problem. They are pre- 

sented and exposed to teenagers and the younger minds 
of tomorrow. In a world where students admire Beavis 


Carl Lewis on steroids 


“We think of the 1980s as the age 
of greed,” Lewis said in a pub- 
lished report. “Ben symbolizes 
that. You hope that kids see both 
that (steroids) work and what 
ever they cost, in health and in 
honor. Ben got caught. Look at 
him now. That’s what this race 
was all about. This night we were 
able to show that drug heroes do 
not exist anymore.” 


and Butthead and mimic Pearl Jam, it wouldn’t be a 
shock if steroids, promoted well enough, are widely 
used. 

Today, males want to look bigger. They want to feel 
more powerful than anyone else. Some say steroids are a 
wrestle against one’s personal appearance, while others 
say it is a battle between themselves and their ego. 

Take the battle between Ben Johnson and Carl Lewis. 
The two are personal rival Olympic runners however, in 
the 1984 Los Angeles games, Lewis demolished Johnson, 
winning four gold medals and becoming the fastest 
runner in the world. 

World record: Johnson, a Canadian, was ready for 
revenge and in the summer of 1988, in Seoul, South 
Korea, he beat Lewis at the 100 meter race with a time 
of 9.79, giving Johnson known as the fastest runner in 
the history of the event. Lewis, second, finished a dis- 
tance 9.92 

Experts say Johnson could have set the record even 
better, possibly a 9.75, ifhe hadn’t raised his arm to taunt 
Lewis crossing the finish line. 

But it was all for naught. 

Three days later, Johnson was stripped of everything. 
He tested positive for the use of anabolic steroids he had 
been using for a number of years before the games. As a 
result of the “roid” use, the Olympic committee robbed 
him of his gold medal world record and gave all the glory 
to Lewis 

All Johnson’s efforts were gone. All he had achieved 


Photo courtesy of the Haverhill Gazette 
BEN JOHNSON. 


for was gone. 

For the simple needle stuck in his body, he lost all of 
his dreams and goals in one urine test. His reputation was 
ruined and so was he 
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Pumping iron the natural way 


ED GARRISH works out at the NECC fitness center last week. Garrish believes in lifting the clean 


Mike McCurley, a Georgetown resident, works out 
regularly. He realizes that steroids help build muscle, but 
would never consider using them himself. 

“T would never use steroids,” he said. “The adverse 
effects far outweigh any good steroids may do. People 
have no clue what they are getting into when it comes to 
steroids—steroids are as bad as people say they are.” 
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ACK SEAT TO DRUGS 


stanozolol and metabolites in his urine. Francis believes 
that Johnson was given a different drug, furazabol, and 
that he would stop taking it 26 days before the Seoul 
race. 

Twenty five clean days before the test should have 
been ample time to flush most of the drug out of 
Johnson’s system so he could pass the test. He com- 
pleted the same cycle 29 times before 1985 to test 
negative. 

Twenty-nine times. Johnson had fooled the Olympic 
committee on 29 separate occasions, making drug tests 
artificial in the world of the survival. 

Facing shamefulness: After returning to his home in 
Toronto, Johnson sulked as he faced the public. 

“T was terribly ashamed,” Johnson said. “It hurt me 
because of my mom.” 

Johnson had promised to build his mother a home 
with the money he made in endorsements. He lost it all. 

Johnson did community service to rehabilitate his 
stature. He spoke to children about the nastiness of drug 
and the serious negativity in taking them. 

“Steroids can change your character,” Johnson said. 

“We think of the 1980s as the age of greed,” Lewis 
said in a published report. “Ben symbolizes that. You 
hope that kids see both that (steroids) work and what 
ever they cost, in health and in honor. Ben got caught. 
Look at him now. That’s what this race was all about. 
This night we were able to show that drug heroes do not 
exist anymore.” 


photo by E. Floudras 


Inarecentarticle in The Physician and Sportsmedicine, 
Mariah Ligget, PhD, writes: “I think steroid use is on the 
rise among both men and women. I estimate that at least 
90 percent of the male professional bodybuilders and 
about 80 percent of the women currently use steroids. 
Because of the relative fame and fortune athletes can 
achieve through professional bodybuilding, I think ste- 


roid use will continue.” 

Though most teenagers will never compete in a 
professional bodybuilding competition; they are com- 
peting with their peers. Society places a special emphasis 
on winning, and teenagers have a highly competitive 
nature. The side effects and health risks are generally 
difficult to put in perspective, particularly when a teen 
can “get big quick.” 

“As long as sports are so heavily balanced in favor of 
the winner-take-all reward system, it’s very tough to 
eliminate steroid use,” Ligget writes. “When a young 
person evaluates the risk-to-benefit ratio, he or she may 
often decide that the risk is worth it.” 

Slavit said many steroid users don’t even know what 
they’re doing. 

Chump change: “I know a lot of people who have 
tried them,” he said. “Most of them took them and had 
no idea what they were doing and got smaller. Besides 
that, the side effects are terrible: acne, hair loss, and your. 
nuts shrivel up to the size of nickels.” 

Bruce MCvey, operations director of Cedardale health 
club, said Cedardale has no specific steroid policies, but 
does not support steroid users. 

“T probably know everyone that comes here,” he said. 
“T’ve never come across anyone promoting the use of 
steroids here, but I really don’t have the right to say 
anything anyway—as long as they aren’t bringing ste- 
roids here.” 

Indeed, plenty of men and women flirt with the 
prospect of severe steroid-induced health risks. To many, 
increased muscle mass and definition outweigh their 
risky behavior. Athletes will continue to “roid up” in the 
quest for victory; teenagers will use steroids to win 
acceptance from their peers. And unfortunately, many 
will use steroids improperly, furthering the likelihood of 
medical complications. The question is: is it worth it? 

Slavit said, “For one thing, steroids are illegal and 
totally immoral. It’s just too bad, but you really can’t buy 
a good body; you have to work at it.” 


Steroids Risks 
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SOME SERIOUS RISKS 
TO STEROID ABUSE 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK & R. CHRISTOPHER OTOVIC é 


Risks and damages the body can suffer during steroids. 
1. Heart attacks — Blockages of the major arteries leading to the heare, 
2. Prostate enlargement — Frequent use can interfere with urination and be | 


3. Cancer — Prostate, liver and various liver malfunction can occur. 
4. Shrinking in the testicles — With this, low sperm count leading to infertility. 
5. Women — Deepening in the voice, facial hair, increased aggressiveness, _ 
clitoral enlargement and menstrual irregularities. 
6. Women — Can also masculinize a fetus, causing birth abnormalities. 
7. Baldness — Both men and women chance losing their hair. 
8. Acne — The zit process in both sexes speeds up. 
_ 9, Behavior — Depression, irrational destruction, PCson as eS and 
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This old house: historic mansion home to library 


18th century Newburyport mansion open to public 


By JOHN MURPHY 
Observer Features Editor 


n 1635, English settlers landed in 
if Newbury, Massachusetts and established 

a colony there, out of which evolved the 
town of Newburyport. 

Located at the mouth of the Merrimack 
River, Newburyport soon prospered, becom 
ing a major trading port in colonial America, 
and attracting wealthy merchants who lived 
in lavish mansions. 

Guest house: The Tracy Mansion, known 
today as the Newburyport Library, was built 
in 1771 by Patrick Tracy, a man of wealth and 
prominence, for his son Nathaniel. At the 
time, the mansion was known for its grandeur 
of appearance and its reputation for housing 
such distinguished guests as John Hancock in 
1778, George Washington in 1779 and Gen- 
eral Marquis de LaFayette in 1824. 

During this era, the mansion was consid- 
ered as important as the White House is 
today. 

Nathaniel Tracy owned 110 ships, includ- 
ing many that were fitted out and commis- 
sioned to privateers during the Revolutionary 
War. 

The war devastated the Tracy fortune, and 
the building was bought and sold numerous 
times until 1863, when it was purchased by 
the Newburyport Public Library (then lo- 
cated in the town hall), for the sum of $6,000. 

Renaissance room: Dorothy LaFrance, 
library director for the last 16 years, said that 
one of library’s main features is the Hamilton 
Room, which contains collections of non- 
circulating genealogy and local history. 

This unique collection includes books, 
pamphlets, newspapers, magazines, atlases, 
manuscripts, films and memorabilia pertain- 
ing to Newburyport history. 

“This particular room attracts researchers, 
authors, writers and TV producers from all 
over the world and a feature article on the 
library itself was printed in a 1948 issue of Life 
Magazine,” LaFrance said. 

In the mid-1800s, before the building 
became the library, it served as a hotel, 
LaFrance said. And, although it has under- 
gone extensive renovations since its construc- 
tion in 1771, most of the original structure 


remains the same, except the back portion of 


the library, added in 1881. 

Hanging around: “Everyday is a challenge 
working here,” LaFrance said. “The library 
attracts many tourists and we even had a 
ghost-buster here once who claims that a 
spirit hangs out behind the research library 
located on the second floor. He showed me a 
picture that he had taken of it, but I could 
make nothing out of it.” 

The library’s Directors Room, with the 


Rich history 


The Tracy Mansion, built 
in 1771, housed many 
famous guests like George 
Washington in 1779, John 
Hancock in 1778 and 
General Marquis de 
LaFayette in 1824 before 
becoming a library in 
1863 


exception of the furniture, has been virtually 
untouched since 1771. The furniture dates 
from the early days of the American Republic. 

“All of the interior work of this room still 
retains its original Federalist appearance,” 
LaFrance said. “The room contains unusually 
delicate detail work which borders the ceiling 
and the carving around the fireplace is charac- 
teristic of the early Federal Period.” 

Paintings along the walls of the Directors 
Room display the artistic skills of Federalist 
Newburyport. 

The Directors Room is open to the public 
during the Christmas holidays, Yankee Home- 
coming and, upon request, during regular 
library hours. 

Besides books: Other library features 
include the use of museum passes for the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum, Boston Science Museum, 
Portsmouth Children’s Museum and the 
Sports Museum of New England, located in 
Cambridge. 

Museum passes may be obtained with a 
library card issued from any Merrimack Valley 
library. 

Public access computer terminals, CD 
ROM computer terminals and a Macintosh 
computer are also available for public use. 

The library’s future may be looking bigger 
and better. 

“Right now, we are going through a li- 
brary building program, in which the possi- 
bilities of putting another addition on the 
present library or building a new library alto- 
gether is being discussed,” LaFrance said. 

Although 223 years have passed since the 
building of the Tracy Mansion, it has man- 
aged to withstand the elements of time, hold- 
ing for today’s generation the secrets and 
stories of a past society, the beginning of a 
nation, 

For more information, call the library at 
465-4428. 
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48 MAIN STREET * DOWNTOWN AMESBURY 
OPEN DAILY 6 AM TO 8 PM * TAKE OUT: 388-1015 


“BREAKFAST 
moc | SPECIALS 


thun & Eggs Soup & Salad 
1.49 1,99 


French Toast & Bacon 
1.4 


Cheese Omelette Fish & Chips 
1.49 3.99 


Comed Beef Hash & Eggs Sirloin Tips 
1.49 3.99 


Great Seafood Every Day 


Evangeline's e855 S'8.0r 


60 MAIN STREE AMESBURY ‘nest to white Lunch* 


Monday: Sirloin Tips 
Tuesday: Fried Chicken 
| Wednesday: Spag. w/Cutlet 

| Thursday: Meatloaf 
Friday: Fried Fish 
Saturday: Baked Chicken 
Sunday: Baked Ham 


Local treasure 


it's Where You're 


That Counts 


Dec 


Expressive Art and Custom Framing 


NEXT TERM BEGINS MARCH 7, 1994 
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J. Murphy photo 
FEDERALIST TRACY Mansion is just one of many examples of historic buildings 
to be found in Newburyport. Built in 1771, many famous people slept here. 


ing at Deck The Walls. 
> or baie to eaves 


3 Evans Drive 
Dover, NH 03820 
603—431-0832 


Must bring in coupon for 25% off. 
Coupon expires 9/30/94 


ss Ben, 
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PLAN FOR YOUR FUTURE NOW BY TAKING THE COURSES AND 
DEGREE PROGRAMS YOU NEED TO GET AHEAD AND STAY 
AHEAD. START NOW BY BEGINNING OR COMPLETING THE 
DEGREE OR ADVANCED DEGREE THAT CAN HELP YOU OBTAIN 
A CAREER ADVANTAGE. 


New Hampshire College 


SALEM CENTER 
19-A Keewayoin Street » Saem, NH 03079 
(603) 893-9600 » Fax (603) 893-6665 


Card Shop * Smoke Shop * Gift Shop * Fax & Copies 
Largest selection of magazines North of Boston! 


Party Supplies ¢ Balloon Bouquets 
Candy ¢ Crafts ¢ Boxed Chocolates 
"Plenty of parking” 
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Shaking up music world 


Rastaman inducted into Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame 


By ANDY DeBENEDICTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


fter years of providing the world with 

some of the most influential sounds in 

the music industry, Bob Marley is 
now recognized with a prestigious honor. 
The legend responsible for igniting the fuse 
that sent Eric Clapton’s solo career into orbit 
will be the first reggae act inducted into the 
Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame. 

“Tf I had to describe Bob Marley in a few 
words,” says Clapton, who covered Marley’s 
I Shot the Sheriff in 1974 to notch his first 
number one U.S. single. “I’d say he was a 
great lyric writer, a musical genius and a great 
leader of men.” 

Disputed honor: From his first album with 
Island Records, Catch a First, to his last, 
Uprising, Marley not only brought Jamaican 
reggae music to the world, but through his 
lyrics, helped bring peace to the slums of 
Jamaica, guiding the youth through his firm 
Rastafarian belief. 

Yet, when it came time this year to an- 
nounce the inductees, Marley’s name stirred 
some debate among critics. They claimed 
reggae is not technically rock music, but is 
there really a true definition? 

“Tt’s hard to define what rock ’n’ roll is, 
but Bob Marley represented the spirit of rock 
’n’ roll,” said Chris Blackwell, the man re- 
sponsible for signing Marley to Island Records, 
in a Boston Globe interview. “It’s absolutely 
appropriate that he should be inducted.” 

In his young teenage years, Marley quit 
school to pursue his dream: music. He and a 
friend, Bunny, tooka liking to the music they 
picked up from American radio stations and 
began perfecting their vocal abilities, singing 
on the street corners of Kingston. , 

They came across another musical hopeful 
by the name of Peter Tosh, and the three 
formed a primarily ska-based group called 
The Wailing Wailers. Before long, the group 
(Bob, Bunny, Tosh, Junior Braithwaite, and 
two backup singers) had recorded their first 
single, Simmer Down, with the help of 
Kingston’s finest producer, Clement Dodd. 
Their early success, however, didn’t last long 
due to financial problems, causing The Wail- 
ing Wailers to split. 

The new beginning: A couple of years 
passed and the Rastafarian movement in Ja- 
maica grew rapidly. In the midst of this growth 
was Marley who, in 1967, rejoined with Tosh 
and Bunny to form The Wailers. 

It was from this deep Rastafarian belief 
that their commitment to spiritual and social 
issues came about in a new type of Jamaican 


Ganga 
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Pot-inspired tunes 
smokin’ on charts 


By DARREN LeFEBVRE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


he culture and cultivation of marijuana has become 
prevalent and profitable in the past few years. 


With such groups as Cypress Hill, The Black Crowes, 


In A 


music: reggae. 

This was a change, that conflicted with 
Dodd's ideas, causing a break in the bond 
with the band and it's producer. The Wailers 
were on their own nowin what appeared to be 
alost cause, hitting nothing but dead ends. In 
a last leap of desperation, Marley took a walk 
into the office of Chris Blackwell, the founder 
of Island Records in Britain. They were signed 
in 1971 and recorded their first album, Catch 
a Fire. 

“A whole new style of Jamaican music has 
come into being,” said acclaimed reggae dub 
poet Linton Kwesi Johnson when referring to 
the album. “It has different character, a differ- 
ent sound... what I can only describe as 
International Reggae. It incorporates ele- 
ments from popular music internationally: 
rockand soul, blues and funk. These elements 
facilitated a breakthrough on the interna- 
tional market.” 

Other albums followed. Burnin’, which 
included songs Get Up Stand Up and I Shot 
the Sheriff, and the following album Natty 
Dread, which included No Woman No Cry, 
earned the group international recognition. 
Despite the success, Bunny and Tosh left the 
band to pursue solo careers. 

The group, now under the name, Bob 
Marley and The Wailers, continued to mark 
it's place in the music industry, taking reggae 
into the mainstream culture. Rastaman Vi- 
bration soon followed, which became it's first 
album to crack American charts. The people 
of Jamaica looked at Marley as a prophet, a 
preacher of their beliefs. Who could blame 
them? They had raised the first- ever Third 
World superstar! 

The legend lives: Years passed and Bob 
Marley and the Wailers had just completed 
Uprising, their 13th (or so) album and em- 
barked on a major European tour, which led 
to an American tour with Stevie Wonder. 

The tour fell short, however, after two 
shows at Madison Square Garden, when 
Marley was overcome with a sickness that 
would eventually take his life. 

He suffered a wound in his toe which 
became cancerous and spread through his 
body. He died on May 11, 1981, but his 
legend lives forever with musical generations 
to come. 

“Whatever he did in his lifetime will never 


reciation 


have been in vain,” said his wife, Rita Marley. Jam m : n ’ 


“He never took himself to be as important as 
others see him, yet we all know he had the 
ability to shake the world.” 


12 SMOKIN’ REGGAE HITS 


Music Review 


House of Pain, Redman, Dr. Dre and Beastie Boys singing 
about it, talking about it and using it, marijuana has made a 
huge resurgence. 

Making a comeback: Reggae is growing rapidly once 
again in the music scene, more specifically, a type of Reggae 
called Dance Hall Reggae. Dance Hall is a fusion of rap and 
Reggae, popularized recently by such artists as Shabba Ranks, 
Mad Cobra, Buju Banton, Jamalski, and Yellowman. 

Nowall favorite Jamaican marijuana anthems are all on one 
CD from Tommy Boy Records, aptly titled Big Blunts: 12 


Smokin’ Reggae Hits. 

Not all the songs on this compilation are of the dance hall 
nature; some are just classic Jamaican jams. One is even by the 
late honorable Robert Nesta Marley’s wife, Rita. After all Bob 
was no stranger to the plant, and he refered to it in 3 O’clock 
Roadblock and I Shot the Sheriff: 

Big Blunts is a gimmick, capitalizing on the success of two 
powerful forces in urban music today — the reggae scene and 


Photo courtesy of Island Records 


BOB MARLEY becomes the first reggae act inducted into the hall of fame. 


the hemp movement (hemp is the plant that marijuana is 
found in). 

The only bewildering thing about Big Blunts is that the 
fusion of the two is not by any means a new one, Reggae music 
and culture has always planted itself in a strong belief and use 
of the drug, especially in its use as a religious sacrament for the 
Rastafarian religion. 

On with the music:. The songs contained on this compi- 
lation are wise choices. Whether listening for shock value or 
not, the real shock is that it doesn’t play itself out by trying to 
be too “pro-weed.” Most of the time, the theme isn’t obvious. 
The music takes away from the messages conveyed. 

So, if you aren’t a card-carrying member of N.O.R.M.L. 
(National Organization for Reform of Marijuana Laws), the 
songs can still enjoy on this disc. Although the liner notes are 
packed with pictures of pipes and paraphernalia, the music 
really smokes here. 

The best on this disc, in no particular order, are: Under Mi 
Sleng Teng, the remix featuring blunted lyrics by Cypress 
Hill’s B-Real; Herbman Smuggling, a 1982 Yellowman classic 
influenced the styles later adopted by Shabba Ranks and Buju 
Banton; Tony Rebel’s The Herb from 1991; One Draw by Rita 
Marley; and finally The Mighty Diamonds’ Pass the Kutchie. 

Neither of the two Marley anthems mentioned earlier are 
included on this disc, its only downer. One could assume the 
cost was just too high for Tommy Boy, still regarded as an 
indie label, though well-known, and distributed by Time 
Warner. 

Don’t let its preaching overshadow the music. Whether or 
not Reggae appeals, Big Blunts: 12 Smokin’ Reggae Hitsisa 
winner. 


So pick it up and take a hit. 
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Alice lost in Wonderland 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Edt:tor 


lice In Chains still cranks out 
dark, depressing songs. But its latest 
release sounds nothing like music it 


has recorded before. 

Jar of Flies, a seven-song EP, attempts 
music styles not usually heard around Seattle, 
changing from upbeat to downright funky. 

Trouble: The main problem with this EP 
is that the styles it chooses doesn’t fit the 
band. Its experimentation falls flat. Songs 
such as Rotten Apple and I Stay Away go 
nowhere. It’s simply not entertaining. 

Alice In Chains’ second release, an EP 
titled Sap, was similar to Flies, although it 
sounds a little more like something the band 
would produce. 

The mostly acoustic, self-produced songs 
on Fitessound as though they were written by 
another band trapped someplace in the *70s 

The instrumental Whale & Wasp is an 

other example of this experiment gone awry 
Largely driven by lead guitarist Jerry Cantrell, 
t sounds like early Metallica, especially the 
solo, Fade to Blackand the newer To Live ts to 
Die come to mind 

Open mind: Not the entire EP is a wash 


my 


out, however — No Excusesand Don’t Fo 
are both exceptional songs. Lead vocalist 
Layne Staley sings the upbeat, almost catchy 
No Excuses with great flair. 

“Every day it’s something /Hits me all so 


Music Review 


cold/Find me sitting by myself/No excuses 
then I know.” 

You can dance to it if you’d like. 

Don’t Follow deals with the consequences 
of hitting the bottle too often. It starts off 
slowly and sentimentally, then the tempo 
picks up, the harmonica plays and Staley sings 
about the paranoia alcoholism brings on. 

“Scared to death/No reason why/Do 
whatever to get me by/Think about the 
things I said/Read the page it’s cold and 
dead.” 

Chilling stuff. Typical Alice In Chains. 
Too bad the rest of the EP isn’t like it. 

Most EP’s are designed to fill a gap be- 
tween two full-length releases and usually 
contain varied musical styles or unreleased 
material 

Yesterdays: Guns N’ Roses did it with 
GN’R Lies, Nirvana did it with Incesticide, 
and even Alice In Chains did it previously 
with Sap, the EP between its debut release, 
Facelift and Dirt 

Jar of Flies is a respectable attempt at 
trying something other than the typical Se 
attle grunge. With its un-grunge-like stringed 
instruments, such as the violoncello, violin 
and harmonica, Fliestakes a step ina different 
direction 

Unfortunately, the foot lands in quick- 
sand 
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Try our new Reader Response Line-ext. 2634 


Call us today to comment on a story or to contribute story ideas. Thanks! 


Put UPS Into 
Your Schedule 


Recruiting on Campus 
Haverhill 
Feb, 9 & Feb. 23 
10 a.m.— 2p.m. 
Lawrence 
Feb. 10 & Feb. 24 
10 a.m. — 1 p.m. 


Permanent Part-Time Positions 
PACKAGE HANDLERS 


$8 an hour to start 


We offer steady employment with 3 to 5 
hour, Monday thru Friday work shifts. 
UPS has great full-time benefits for 
part-time workincluding: Medical, 


Dental, Vision, Paid Prescriptions, 


Paid Vacations & Holidays. 


*Selected shifts also include up to 


$6,000 a year Tuition 
Reimbursement. 


SHIFTS 


12:30 — 5:30 p.m., 6:30 — 10:30 p.m. 
*11 p.m. —3 a.m. or *3 —8 a.m. 


For Applications & Interview apply in 
person on Thursdays 
from 2 —4 p.m. at: 


United Parcel Service 
90 Brick Kiln Road 
Chelmsford, MA 


(off Route 129, behind Tully Forum) 


Ss Kathy 
Bresnahan 


Transfer Councilor at 


Bradford College 


will be in the NECC cafeteria 
Wednesday, Feb. 16 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Stop by for an informal 
chat if you are interested in 
learning more about 


Bradford College and the 


1/2 Tuition 


Transfer Scholarships 
for NECC students. 


Bradford College is located 2 miles 
south of NECC on Rte. 125, and ‘ 
there is always lots of parking. x \ 
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For the birds 


‘Ventura’ does no justice 
to the animal kingdom 


By JASON STABLEFORD 
Observer Editor 


ook out folks! Miami Vice is back, but 

| instead of Colombian drug lords and 

kilos of dope, a real tragedy has struck. 

The Miami Dolphins have lost their beloved 

mascot, and that leaves no options but to call 
in the pro, 

That’s right, this is a job for none other 
than Ace Ventura, pet detective. 

Missing mascot: Snowflake, the bottle- 
nosed dolphin, has been kidnapped at Super 
Bowl time, and the hopes of the team winning 
the game are shot. The missing mascot forces 
the Dolphins’s marketing director Melissa 
Robinson, played by Courtney Cox, (Family 
Ties), to call our hero Ace. As the plot thick- 
ens, quarterback Dan Marino is also abducted 
in a plot of revenge against the team. 

In the tradition of the great detective 
films, Ventura develops a steamy love affair 
with his employer. 

And as Ventura demonstrates, being a pet 
detective is no easy job. Quick thinking, slick 
driving and a goofy face are all prerequisites. 
In fact, stupid looks may be the only thing 
that makes the character ofa pet detective fly. 

Jim Carrey (In Living Colour, Earth Girls 
Are Easy,) takes on the title role of the wacky 
sleuth as no one else could. That is, there 
would be no role to play without Carrey’s 
prominent upper teeth. There are a few hu- 
morous lines here and there, but the real 
laughter is generated from his simple, Jerry 
Lewis-like antics. 


A trolley is derailed on Kenoza Avenue, near what is now 


Failing humor: Unlike 
Lewis, the silliness gets 
weak after a half an hour 
or so. With the lack of 
verbal humor, the movie 
falls flat. Speaking of flat 
humor, along comes 
Ventura’s feminine rival, 
(Sean Young), police Lt. 
Einhorn. 

Young (Blade Runner, 
Wall Street) has serious 
potential for being nomi- 
nated for “worst actress.” 
A pathetic performance has 
the audience hoping the 
bad acting is some outra- 
geous joke. No such luck. 

In fact, her perfor- 
mance is so bad, it leaves a 
sour taste in one’s mouth, ultimately tarnish- 
ing the film. The debut performance of quar- 
terback Marino, portraying himself, shows 
more promise. 

Making an appearance in Ventura is none 
other than Tone-Léc, playing a rather useless 
role as a police detective. Everyone remem- 
bers Tone-Léc, the short careered musician 
from years back. Don’t count on much more 
from his acting career, either. 

Despite the serious faults, Ventura still 
manages to spawn some serious laughter. The 
opening scene where Ventura masquerades as 
a package courier is hilarious, but leaves the 
rest of the film with a huge gap to fill. 

Recycled: The picture’s downfall occurs 


Beastmaster 


Jon Farmer photo 
PIED PIPER of Miami, Ace Ventura (Jim Carrey), assembles with his crew of furry friends. 


Movie Review 


when Ventura’s writers resort to old jokes 
from In Living Colour. The attempt to play 
up the old Star Trek skits with Carrey as Kirk 
are not only feeble, but futile. 

Carrey started his comic career in his home- 
town of Ontario, Canada. At 15, he per- 
formed at local comedy clubs around Tor- 
onto, Relocating to Los Angeles at 19, he was 
discovered by comedian Rodney Dangerfield, 
who took him on tour. His acting career 
started with Once Bitten, a film that remains 
popular to this day on USA’s Up All Night. 

Ace Ventura is a movie whose true prom- 


The nutty detective 


There are a few humorous 
lines here and there, but 
the real laughter is gener- 
ated from his simple, Jerry 
Lewts-like antics. 


ise will be in the video store. Not quite worthy 
of a $7 ticket, but is worth seeing before it’s 
butchered by the television censors. 


Accidents Happen, 


Proper 


Northern Essex Community College 


Wo the unthinkable occurs, 
ienced insurance agency, a 


fully 
can helpwease 


tailored policy 
the burden. 


an expe 
care- 
response 


and fast 


Anthony & Malcolm Insurance Agency, 


offers 
Oise price 


ine, 
terms 


customers 
and 


many 
service. 


advantages in 
Because _ in- 


Anthony 


INSURANCE AGENCY INC. 


3 South Central Street ¢ Bradford (off Bradford Square) 


(508) 373-5654 


Insurance 


Helps 


Auto Insurance with Low Down 


Payments and Prompt, Quality 


Service 


dividual insurance 
Malcolm is not tied 
DOlICICs emt aCCnent. OT, 
the agency helps 
more than a dozen of 
companies, and the 


ela cemeabeithes best 


needs 
to any one company’s 
procedures. 
customers 


most 
rate. 


vary, Anthony & 
Instead, 
select from 
the best insurance 
appropriate cov- 


Malcolm 
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Arts Trivia 


No winners last week! 

Questions of the week: 

1. What Beatles’ song did W. Axl 
Rose & Bruce Springsteen perform at 
this year’s Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame 
ceremony? 

2. What stunt did the Mackenzie 
brothers pull in hopes of getting a free 
case of beer in Strange Brew? 

3. What movie did Dustin Hoffman 
have his first starring role in? 

4. Who plays the character of “Op- 
era man” on Saturday Night Live? 

5. Which Seattle band has an album 
titled Desire Walks On? 

Last Issues answers: 

The correct answers were: 

1. Late Night with David Letterman; 
2. Liam Neeson; 3. Jonathan Demme; 
4. Caroline; 5. Kaboobie 

Bring the correct answers to all five 
questions to the NECC Observer office in 
the student center for a chance to win a 
large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, 
Plaistow, N.H. Entries must be received 
by Wednesday, Feb. 16, at noon. 

Answers, along with the winner’s 
name, will be printed in the next issue. 


Arts Poll 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Beginning today, the Observer will sponsor a 
Arts & Entertainment question which can be 
answered by dropping off a response in the 
Observer office in the student center, or by 
meeting staff members in the C-building 
lobby Feb. 9, 10,and 11 between 10a.m. and 
2 p.m. 

Last week’s question: 

In light of the recent settlement in the Michael 
Jackson child molestation controversy, do you 
believe he committed the acts? 

Reader response: 

Michael Defeo Jr., C.A.D.: “No, no proof. 
Why should I even think of the issue. I have 
no more facts than you or anyone else in the 
media. Gossip destroys.” 

Marie Belanger, accounting: “No, he is 
paying for peace and to be able to put his life 
back together.” 

Michelle Downer, liberal arts /psychol- 
ogy transfer option: “Why would someone 
settle if they were innocent? Also, his back 
ground with his family and their characteris 
tics tend to portray child abuse in their fam 
ily.” 

Cheryl Casey, business management: 
“Yes, guilty as should have been charged 
Children don’t lie or create such detailed 
info.” 

S. Wilson, liberal arts: “I fee! criminal 
charges should have been resolved before any 
civil suits should have been thought about.” 

Josh Bernard, commercial art: “I think 
he did it. He’s sick in the head. He’s a freak.” 

Amy Perry, paralegal: “I don’t think we 
will ever find out the truth since it will never 
go to court. More than one crime is in ques- 
tion — Michael Jackson and the kid’s parents. 
Basically, they used this situation and made 
out great.” 

This week's question: 


How do you feel about the current state of 


MTV, and the changes it has made through 
the years? 
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LISTEN, RUPERT, WHEN YOU GET 


10 BE A GROWN-UP SHARK, YOU 
HAVE 10 LEARN HOW 70 ES1R- 


BLISH YOUR PRESENCE ON TE BEACH. 


AHA! KERE IT 15! POGONOPHOKE. 

A SMALL TUBE: DWELLING 

WORM! THIS OUGHT TO IMPRESS 

THAT SMART-ALECK NEPHEW 
OF MINE! 


RUPEKT, DO 
THE BEATLES 


YEAH. WE 
YOU KNOW WHO | STUDIED ‘Em 
IN HISTORY 


CLAGS . 


NOW, LETS SAY KEN HERE 
[5 GOING FOR A SWIM... 


POGONOPHORE 
POGONOPHORE 
POGONOPHOKE. 


HE JUMPS IN THE OCERN... 
HE SWIMS OUT PRET THE BREAK 
LINE... WHATRE YOU GONG 70 Do? 


CREATORS SYNDICATE © 1904 J.P Toomey 


FOR THE LONGEST TIME, THE 
BEATLES WERE THE MO5T 
IMPORTANT THING IN MY LIFE, 
AND FOR YOU, THEY WERE JUST 


ANOTHER QUESTION ON A HISTORY QUIZ. 


tet 


L hate %o 
te) Lsajree 
wrth yor, 
Six, bur 
L Fearwe 
would be 
better served 
VS we adopted 
a move 4sving 
Cepplech this time, 


HEY, LOOK, RUPERT! 
(15 ONE OF THOSE... 


MEAN, 


WHADDAYA 
NOTHING? 


THOSE... UH... 
ONG OF THOSE 


LITE TUBEY- 
LOOKING THINGS. 


THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD 


Edited by Stanley Newman 
AT THE LIBRARY: A puzzle that speaks volumes 


by Shirley Soloway 


ACROSS 
1 Gather together 
6 Large boats 
10 Coffee,Tea ? 
14 Spoken 
18 Born-again tire 
19 Lady of La Paz 
20 Historic miniseries 
22 Fence picket 
23 Pass (Uris novel) 
24 Tilled the soil 
25“... thine 
kingdom 
26 Author Hunter 
27 Understand the 
implications 
31 Farm-machinery man 
32 Rocky peak 
33 Kidnapped monogram 
34 One-star offs. 
37 Belgradian 
39 Old French coins 
41 Clarinetist Shaw 
46“ bealesson 
to you!” 
49 Frankly speaking 
53 Hostile encroachment 
54 Perfect serve 
55 Just fair 
56 The Belmonts’ leader 
57 Investigate secretly 
61 Out loud 
63 Couldn't stand 
64 The King and! name 
65 Long story 
68 Borge and Andersen 
69 World record, e.g 
73 Defendant of '21 
76 At large 
77 Despicable 
78 Domingo’s domain 
83 Gazelle hounds 
85 Dishing the dirt 


88 Egyptian goddess 

89 Join the chorus 

92 Have the flu 

93 Bigot 

94 Bankruptcy-code 
provision 

98 Turn into cheese 

99 Impudent 

100 Like petting-zoo 
animals 

101 Lots of qts 

103 Ukraine, once: Abbr. 

104 Sigma predecessor 

107 Morse-code element 

108 Filmdom’'s Tevye 

111 Get right to the point 

119 Spanish surrealist 

120 Drone 

121 Jai 

122 Be of use 

124 First governor 
of Alaska 

125 Memorable Brooklyn 
shortstop 

126 Opposed, so to speak 

127 __-dink (small-time) 

128 Chicken part 

129 The New Yorker 
founder 

130 Metropolis director 

131 Vicunas’ hangout 


DOWN 
1 The law's long limb 
2 Golda of Israel 
3 Moliére play part 
4 Brunch selection 
5 Ground breaker 
6 Sticks (to) 
7 Fan 
8 Was aware of 
9 Marquis de 

10 Venezuelan river 


11 Preachers pulpits 

12 Flame fancier 

13 Clear skies 

14 Kind of tournament 

15 Great review 

16 “Dear me!” 

17 Author Deighton 

21 Auction off 

28 Right next to 

29 Saint-Tropez summers | _ 

30 ' _ Mommy Kissing 
Santa Claus” 

34 Christian's 
persecutor 

35 Salami variety 

36 Walk like a turkey 

38 Two tone 

40 Paulo, Brazil 

42 Le Penseur creator 

43 Cherokee or 
Chippewa 

44 Objects of worship 

45 Medieval toiler 

47 Muscle quality 

48 Cod’s cousin 

50 Cal. neighbor 

51 US cryptographic org. 


CREATORS SYNDICATE "1984 STANLEY NEWMAN 2094 


52 "__ Something To Me” 
54 Nashville icon Roy 

58 Ham holder 

59 Ms. Lauder 

60 Sound made by fans 
62 Northern region 

66 Taking shape 

67 Bubbling up 

70 Din 

71 On Soc. Sec., maybe 
72 up to (admit) 

73 Peter and the Wolf bird 
74 Pen name 

75 Zodiacal points 

79 Wear a rut in the carpet 
80 Inventor Howe 


81 Takes it easy 

82 Fall bloom 

83 Sets the dogs on 
84 Baronet's title 


87 Holds onto 
90 Salary less 

deductions 
91 Elation 


86 New Guinea town 


95 Jezebel’s hometown 


96 Political refugees 

97 Animal docs 

98 Too sweet 

102 Ellington's express 

105 “The Tribal-Love Rock 
Musical 

106 Wiser, maybe 

109 Maureen of the screen 

110 “Afterthe 
(Humperdinck tune) 


111 Biblical pilgrims 

112 Fed head Greenspan 
113 One kind of crab 

114 Bread spread 

115 Afrikaans 

116 Gymnast Korbut 

117 Writer Ayn 

118 Little shaver 

119 Morning moisture 
123 Fleur-de- 
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Lots of white stutt 
gives ski butts boost 


By WILLIAM HANSEN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


he gods have blessed us for the second 

year in a row. Old-fashioned winter- 

weather trends settled into New En- 
gland once again, and there is no better time 
to attack the slopes. 

Early snowfalls with frigid temperatures 
set the scene for another great year of skiing 
in the Northeast. Ski conditions, which have 
gone years without comparison, now offer a 
renewed interest in skiing and snow-board- 
ing. 

Saving money: Owning equipment is by 
far the cheapest way to ski. A growing trend 
in our region allows anyone to buy inexpen- 
sive sports gear. This new wave is known as 
recycled sporting goods. For the first-time 
skier or for those looking for bargains, these 
stores can sometimes offer top models and 
brand names fora fraction of the price of retail 
stores. 

If this is your first year of skiing, local 
mountains are the best bet for learning the 
basics. Bradford Ski Area, located 10 minutes 
outside NECC’s front entrance, has 250 ver- 
tical feet of slope, one rope tow, a jay bar and 
three triple chairs to get access to the slopes 
for both day and night skiing, fitting most 
schedules. 

Staying home: Local mountains such as 
Bradford, Blue Hill, Canton, Wachusett and 
Princeton have everything the novice skier 
needs. 

These areas are also reasonably priced, 
with one package deal as low as $30 for a 
night lift ticket, full rental equipment and a 
one-hour lesson. 

Some local shops offer promotions with 
coupons, and ski card booklets can greatly cut 


the cost of getting on the slopes. Ultimately, 
weekdays are cheaper and less crowded than 
weekends and holidays. 

For the more advanced skier or for those 
who want a change of scenery, a three-hour 
drive north will put you into some of the 
highest mountains in the east. Most ski areas 
carry a full staff of instructors and trails to 
cater to all abilities. 

Up there: Wildcat Mountain, located at 
Pinkham Notch, Gorham, N.H., is literally 
across the street from the highest peak in New 
England. 

Towering at 6,288 feet above sea level, 
Mt. Washington looks over many of the ex- 
cellent ski areas in the White Mountain Na- 
tional Forest, all of which have a wide variety 
of novice slopes to expert ability runs. 

The same amount of time driving north on 
Route 93 brings the Franconia Notch region, 
home of the famed granite formation, “The 
old man of the mountain.” 

Around the corner is Cannon Mountain, 
with its many lifts, trails and two continuously 
running passenger trams. In the same area are 
mountains like Loon, Lincoln and Waterville 
Valley, Waterville, N.H. 

Trip: Traveling further up the road, Ver- 
mont and Maine provide tantalizing terrain, 
but it is difficult to pull one-day trips to these 
areas. 

Whether snow plowing down a gradual 
slope toward the lodge for lunch or control- 
ling the tips of the skis over moguls through 
a hallway of birch trees high up in the untracked 
powder of the peak, New England has some 
of the best skiing anywhere for all abilities. 

All of these larger ski areas offer similar 
value packages. 

When dealing with the economics of ski- 
ing remember that all mountains have some 


sort of discount offer in order to edge out 
their competitors. 

Cheap: Student discounts, package prices 
and two-for-one days give the much-needed 
break on lift ticket prices. Ticket prices 
throughout New England run anywhere from 
$10 to $44. 

As with most things, it is best to call the ski 


area first to find out the latest weather condi- 
tions, discounts and trail conditions. 

Staying in Bradford or driving almost to 
Canada to ski allows the skier to view New 
England in a different light. 

Being comfortable with equipment and 
finding the best prices are the keys to a 
successful ski trip. 


Snowboarders try to earn some respect 


By STEPHANIE BUNN 
Observer News Editor 


ven though snow boarding has been 

3 around for about 20 years or more, 

only recently it become a legitimate 

sport. During the 1994 Winter Olympics in 

Lillehammer, Norway, a group of snow 

boarders will represent the sport at a demon- 
stration, 

Even with the permission to perform at 

the winter games, snow boarding still gets its 

share of slack. At the games, there is no 


budget for the snow boarders; the demon- 
stration is considered to be for “entertain- 
ment purposes only,” said Ted Martin, presi- 
dent of the professional snow boarding asso- 
ciation, 

The riders pay for their own travel and 
living expenses. The demonstration only 
includes carving and freestyle tricks that are 
choreographed, no style and no half pipe (a 
big part of snow boarding). 

Acceptance: On the slopes back home, 
boarders also get a bum rap. At the Bradford 
Ski area resort, one hears complaints of dis- 
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gruntled skiers. 

“Often skiers will complain about the 
Negative attitudes of some snow boarders,” 
Brad Sawyer said. “People who ski or have 
skied seem to have a code of ethics while the 
attitudes of snow boarders can sometimes be 
obnoxious.” 

Many skiers feel snow boarders act reck- 
lessly and show little regard for others. 

“They cut you off (snow boarders), cut in 
line and act repulsively,” said Nancy Bradley, 
a local skier. “They think because they own a 
plaid shirt, they own the slopes.” 

Progress: As little as five years ago, snow 
boarders were not permitted at many ski 
resorts. Now, a few resorts still prohibit snow 
boarders, but many places own parks solely 
for snow boarders. 

Stratton Mountain in Vermont constructed 
a 300-foot-long by 10-foot-deep half-pipe to 
cater to boarders. A half-pipe is similar to a 
ramp in skate boarding minus the splinters. 

Bradford also dug a half-pipe this year 
specifically for boarders. 

“T think the sport is up and coming and 
deserves a place on the mountain,” Sawyer 
said. 

Snow boarding is different from skiing. In 
skiing, the feet are held on two separate pieces 
of fiberglass, while on a snow board, both 
feet, one in front of the other, get strapped 
onto the board. 

It’s important to have proper stance when 
on the board. Either the left foot is in front 
(regular foot) or the right foot leads (goofy 
foot), a person will feel more comfortable and 
have better control riding if their stance suits 
them. 

Myth: It might seem logical that a snow 
board would cost less then a pair of skis and 
equipment, but this is another misconcep- 
tion. 

A board alone ranges from $200 to $600 


depending on size, brand or type of board 
(race, free ride or pipe). 

A person can’t stay on the board if they 
don’t have bindings to hold you down. Bind- 
ings run around $150 to $200 . The final 
necessity is a good pair of boots. Regular 
snow boots do fine if they are sturdy. Some 
boots on the market are produced especially 
for snow boarding and work really well, but 
can cost lots of cash. 

Some stores sell boards as a package, which 
often brings the price down a good amount. 
A lift ticket costs the same for snow boarding 
and skiing. 

Most snowboarders are males; pro’s like 
Jeff Brushie, Andy Hetzel and Jimi Scott, to 
name a few. Women such as Tina Basich, 
Michele Taggert and Shannon Dunn have 
been a strong force in snow boarding for the 
past few years. 

“Snow boarding is really hard, but it’s 
amazing to go so fast and be able to pull cool 
tricks,” said Dan Colby, business major. “I 
just keep to myself basically; it’s almost like 
you're meditating.” 


Off the slopes 


“They cut you off; (snow 
boarders) cut in line and 
act repulsively,” local skier 
Nancy Bradley said. “They 
think because they own a 
platd shirt, they own the 
slopes.” 
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Good but not good enough 


Men’s basketball team not living up to potential this season 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


Disappointing may be the only word to describe the play of 
the NECC men’s basketball team. 

A team loaded with talent on both offense and defense, the 
Knights have not been able to put together any kind of 
consistent play. 

“We are a team with a lot of talent,” said Knight forward 
Dana Brown. “I don’t know what is wrong, we just don’t 
win.” 

Off and on: While the Knights show signs of brilliance, like 
forward Angelo Castillo scoring a team season high 39 points 
against Johnson and Wales, a game the Knights went on to 
lose 87-81. But there is not a balanced attack, game in and 
game out. 

Coming off semester break, the Knights looked as if things 
were going to change, as they won their first three games. 

Outlasting Gateway Community College’s Anthony Gays’ 
personal highlight show with 43 points including 12 three- 
pointers, the Knights prevailed 109-82. 

“Coach told us, ‘I don’t care ifhe scored a 100, just as long 
as we score 101,”” said forward Doug Delap. 

After dealing with Gateway, the Knights won the next two 
games as well, with a 109-104 victory over the University of 
Connecticut at Avery Point. 

Three in a row: Overcoming a poor performance to hang 
on and beat an inferior Holyoke Community College team, 
the Knights won 68-56 in overtime. 

Holyoke seemed to havea victory until NECC guard Keith 
Cutler stepped to the line and hit two free throws with 0.6 
seconds remaining, sending the game into a five minute 
overtime. 


Mike Rowinski 


“Tt 1s just disappointing,” Rowinski 
said. “We are not consistent, were 
not doing anything correct, and I 
just don’t know what to do. I have 
tried everything.” 


“Cutler gave us a second life,” said coach Mike Rowinski. 
“He stepped up and just knocked them down.” 

Risk: Adding a player midway through a season may cause 
dissension among already active players, but Cutler’s case is a 
different story. 

“T wondered why we were adding a new player,” Brown 
said. “But Cutler is great; he hustles and leaves everything on 
the floor. He has been great for this team.” 

Unfortunately Cutler is not enough to keep this team from 
not living up to its potential. 

“It is just disappointing,” Rowinski said. “We are not 
consistent, we’re not doing anything correct, and I just don’t 
know what to do. I have tried everything.” 

The talented Knights need desperately to improve if any 
hopes of post season play are to become reality. With a record 
of 9-9, NECC will most likely be watching the state tourna- 
ment from the NECC bleachers. 

The Knights are preparing for rematches against Roxburry 
and Quinsigamond community college’s. 


Sports Trivia 


No winner last week. This week’s questions: 


St 


Look at me 
S. Dupont photo 


ANGELO CASTILLO goes up as Hesser looks on. 


Player of the Week 


1. What was the last AFC franchise to win the Super Bowl? 

2. Which Division One college is home to the 11-time defending, women’s soccer 
national champions? 

3. What college did Celtics star Dee Brown attend? 

4. Who is the only two-time winner of the John Wooden award, given annually to 
the nation’s best male college basketball player since its inception in 1977? 


5, What three NBA franchise nicknames do not end with the letter ‘s’? 

Last week’s answers: Franco Harris, Minneapolis/Los Angeles Lakers, 33, host 
country and bronze. 

Bring correct answers to all five questions to the NECC Observer office for a chance 
to win a large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, Plaistow. Entries must be received by 
Wednesday, Feb. 16, at noon. Answers, along with the winner’s name, will be printed 
in Our next issue. 
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Cutler a 
cut above 


New star for semester 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


Keith Cutler, NECC’s newest addition, has 
played almost flawless basketball in the four 
games since the semester break. 

Cutler does not average 30 points a game 
or dunk like Michael Jordan. But what he 
does do is play consistent defense, run the 
proper offensive patterns, dive for every loose 
ball around and, most importantly, hit his 
free-throws. 

Clutch: In a recent game against Holyoke 
Community College, Cutler stepped to the 
free-throw line with six seconds left, and 
NECC trailing by two. He hit both of them 
and tied the game, sending it into overtime, 
where the Knights finally won by 12. 

Cutler has proven to be a great addition to 
the Knights and should help a team that so far 
has not reached its potential. 

Eyes: Cutler’s superior court vision brings 
an aspect to the Knights’ offense that was 
nonexistent in the first half. He has proven 


New kid in town 
S. Dupont photo 
NEW ADDITION to the Knights, Keith 
Culter has shown defense and hustle. 


{bility to look and pass inside to the Knight’s 
big men. 

The Knights have only improved by add- 
ing Cutler to the roster. 


Presented by: Dr. Murray P. Hamlet 


Director of Research Programs and Operations 
at the U.S. Army Research Institute of Environmental Medicine 
Internationally known expert on hypothermia and cold injury treatment! 


Earn EMT Credit! Earn CEU's from 
Northern Essex Division of Continuing Education! 


UPON REQUEST 


Monday, February 14 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Classroom Building, Lecture Hall A 


& 


Register at the Door - Admission $5.00 


(free admission to Northern Essex students for noncredit participation) 


Call Sue Smulski at (508) 374-3731 for more information 
— sponsored by the NECC Ski Club - 
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Athletes deserve 
astronomical pay 


Top baseball salaries 


Highest paid major league players at each position in 1993: 


Joe Carter, Blue Kirby Puckett, Bobby Bonilla, 


3 , Jays Twins Mets 
Fans should shut up, enjoy games instead $5,550,000 $5,300,000 $6,200,000 
of crying about things they can’t control 
By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Obsrick Sports Editor Sports Column Second base | 
S ae eee. nae rae en pee es ee Barry Larkin, Ryne sue 


against how steep they are. They say 
athletes are overpaid for the jobs they do. And 
the jobs they do are not as important to 
society as saya teacher, doctor or law enforce- 
ment officers. 

It may be true that what pro-athletes do is 
not crucial to society. However, when was the 
last time a geometry teacher sold outa 65,000- 
seat stadium lecturing on geometric postu- 
lates? Or a scientist got a 75 percent share of 
a television market speaking about the peri- 
odical table of elements? Never. 

Caught: The last time anyone paid atten- 
tion to the police was when the Los Angeles 
police department got caught nearly beating 
Rodney King to death. 

These people must understand this is still 
America, and if Barry Bonds can make $47.5 
million or Chris Webber can make $75 mil- 
lion, it is their right as Americans to do so, 

Wage protesters need to change their close- 
minded views and understand that athletes 
do work hard and deserve to make lots of 
money simply because someone can afford to 
pay them. 

Hypocrisy: How can we claim that this 
country is the “land of opportunity” and then 
turn around and condemn individuals for the 


Fast claims and 
excellent service 


The simple fact is that there are enough 
people in this country willing to pay upward 
of $150 a seat to watch athletes play, and this 
means owners are able to pay athletes astro- 
nomical amounts. 

Calm down: People need to control their 
jealousy and envy and leave Ryne Sandberg, 
Anfernee Hardaway and all other multi-mil- 
lionaires alone. They are simply doing a job 
and are lucky to be paid a great salary. 

Most people who work in this country do 
so to make money. That is all athletes are 
doing — making a living. Just because they 
make more money in one year than most 
American’s make in a lifetime, is no reason to 
crucify them. 

Athletes such as Michael Jordan and Joe 
Montana do not have the right to be role 
models to this nation’s children simply be- 
cause they can dunk a basketball or throw a 
football. They do, however, deserve to take 
advantage of any opportunity that may present 
itself. This is a free country that encourages 
success — and even excess, 

Easy: It looks like athletes only work two 
or three days a week, but there are drawbacks. 
For instance, a beginning athlete has no con- 
trol over the team he is going to play for. 


Reds, $5,750,000 


>, 
esas Gooden, 
Mets, $6,166,667 


Catcher 
rae Benito Santlago, 


Third base 


Kelly Guber, Angels 
$4,333,333 


NOTE: Figures include salaries, 
pro-rated signing bonuses, 
guaranteed money not attributed 
to a specific year, and earned 
incentive bonuses 


SOURCE: AP 


12/27/93 


It may sound petty, but just imagine 
being offered a better job in another city, or 
were not happy living in Green Bay or Minne- 
sota and there was nothing that could be 
done about it. 

If there was a way to pay educators — the 
most important people in this nation — the 


The Berkshires 
There’s Something 


Cubs, $6,379 rn A 
ee Clark, Giants 
$4,750,000 


Marlins 
$3,400,000 


KRT Infographics 


amounts athletes make, It would be fully 
supported. But as it stands, athletes make 
millions upon millions of dollars and every- 
one else is left wondering why. 

The answer is simple — this is America, 
and in America people have the right to make 
millions for hitting a ball. 


is our pledge 
to you. 


West Newbury 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 


(508) 363-5285 
320 Main Street 
West Newbury, MA 
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Papa Gino’s Pizza 


Monday — Friday 11 to 1:15 
STUDENT CENTER TILED LOUNGE 


Special About Living 
and Learning Here 


North Adams State College 


orth Adams State College, a premier liberal arts college, 

located in the beautiful Berkshire Hills of Massachusetts, offers 
many outstanding academic and cultural opportunities. We 
welcome transfer students from two-year colleges and ensure 
maximum transferability of your previous course work into the 
major programs below. 


Major Programs 


Biology 
Sports Medicine 
Business Administration/Econ. 
Accounting 
Marketing 
Management 
Finance 
Chemistry 
Computer Science 


Fine Arts (pending approval) 
Arts Management 
Music 
Theatre 

History 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
Pre-Law 

Mathematics 

Medical Technology 

Philosophy 

Psychology 

Sociology/Anthropology/ 
Social Work 


Computer Science 

Information Systems 
Education Certification 
English/Communications 

Journalism 

Broadcast Media 

Literature 

Public Relations 

Theatre Studies 

Writing 


For more information contact: 


Admissions Office 
North Adams State College 
North Adams, MA 01247 
800-292-6632 
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Lady Knights 
still perfect 


Take game against Hesser; 
play Quinsigamond soon 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


he NECC womens basketball team’s 

success is redundant, but nice. 

The Lady Knights are still undefeated 
and playing the best basketball this school has 
seen in a long time. 

Since coming back from semester break, 
the Lady Knights have extended their un- 
beaten streak to 18 games. 

“This is possibly the finest team we have 
seen,” Gateway Technical College head coach 
Bob Doss said. “If Jack Hess is not the best 
coach in the region, I don’t know who is.” 

Practice: All the credit does not go to 
Hess; it also goes to the Lady Knights dedi- 
cation to preparing for each and every game 

“We won these games because of superior 
conditioning,” Hess said. 

NECC has been criticized by some for 
having an easy schedule, saying they will not 
go far in the future, as opposing teams be 
come better. These accusations may have 
some legitimacy, but the Lady Knights have 
routinely beaten quality teams so far in the 
second half of the season. 

In five games this half, the Lady Knights 


have beaten teams with a combined record of 


54 wins and 19 losses. 

“I am very impressed with the way we 
came back from break,” assistant coach Donna 
Johnson said. “The girls ran the plays like they 
had never left them.” 

No contest: The first game of the second 
half was billed as one of the toughest games 
NECC would play all year. 

Gateway Technical College, ranked sec 
ond in New England, lived up to its expecta- 
tions for about five minutes, only trailing 12 
10, Over the next six minutes, NECC strung 
together a 14-3 run and was never seriously 
challenged again. 

“This was just a great example of prepara 
tion,” Doss said. 

After trailing by 15 at the half, Gateway 
could not withstand the Lady Knights con 
stant pressure defense and almost perfect 
offensive execution. 

“We did what we had to do to win,” Hess 
said, “This is a result of all the extra practice 
and extra running.” 

Big win: The Lady Knights escaped what 
was supposedly one of the better teams they 
will face all season, playing a feisty Massachu 
setts College of Pharmacy team in their next 
contest. 

MCP only lost four on their schedule, one 


ss 


as an earlier season blowout at NECC’s hands. 

“They wanted revenge,” Hess said. “We 
beat them by 50 earlier, and they were 
pumped.” 

MCP stayed close for a little while, but 
could not stave off the Lady Knights’ over- 
powering offense and eventually got routed 
81-55. 

NECC was helped from the opposition as 
many MCP teammates fired swear words and 
condescending phrases at one-another. 

“Our best defense was their mouths,” 
Hess said. “Internal dissension is what brought 
them down.” 

Joke: A game against Johnson and Wales 
seemed over quickly, as the Lady Knights ran 
out to a 28-7 lead in the first eight minutes. 

“We played great for all of about six min- 
utes,” Johnson said. 

Unfortunately, those six minutes allowed 
J&W to sneak back into the game to trail by 
only four in the second half. 

Until a J&W player received a technical 
foul for arguing with the referee, and then a 
second and game -ejecting technical for swear- 
ing at him, the opposition was still in the 
game. 


Ready to pounce 
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LADY KNIGHT Jeanne Ouellet gets ready to steal the ball from a Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy ball handler. NECC so far is undefeated due to defense. 


“Losing their leading scorer gave us a 
tremendous advantage,” Johnson said. “Over- 
all, we were more talented, but we played 
sloppy for awhile.” 

NECC forward Helen Zeckirias was any- 
thing but “sloppy” as she stepped to the free 
throw line and converted five of six. 

“T can’t say enough about Helen,” Hess 
said. She plays great defense and hits impor- 
tant shots.” 

After Zekirias’ free throws, the Lady 
Knights cruised to a 70-49 victory, improv- 
ing to 16-0 on the season. 

Ready: Getting prepared fora game against 
powerhouse teams such as Gateway and Hesser 
is not hard, but when a schedule requires play 
against teams such as Mt.Wachusett Com- 
munity College, 5-7 overall, the task is more 


Zekirias excels on defense 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


The Lady Knights are undefeated, due in 


large part to the near flawless defense of 


Helen Zekirias. 

Zekirias had one of her most impressive 
defensive games against Hesser College. 
Hesser’s leading scorer, Brandy Hodsdon, 
had 17 points at half time, so coach Jack Hess 
decided to switch Zekirias to defend her. 

At the end of the game, Hodsdon had only 
19 points total. 

Solid: Zckirias’ defense has earned her 
Lady Knight of the Week honors, but her 
offense is something that can’t be overlooked, 
as she is third on the team in scoring, averag- 
ing 11.1 points per game 

One of her baskets was a three-point field 
goal at the halftime buzzer against Hesser 
that brought the Lady Knights to within four. 
[hat basket has since been called the turning 
point of the toughest game NECC has played 
so far. 
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Helen Zekirias 


The coaching staff is hoping for more 
offensive productivity, because they know she 
is capable of more points, but for now, they 
are ecstatic about Zekirias’ defensive play. 


difficult. 

“Games like these (Mt. Wachusett) are 
games we have to play,” Johnson said. “It is 
tough to get excited about games like this 
one, though.” 

Before the start ofthe game, Hess told the 
Mt. Wachusett coach he intended to play 
seriously for about six minutes. 

Six minutes was perhaps too much, as the 
Lady Knights ran up a 58-14 lead by the end 
of the half. 

In playing Mt. Wachusett, the Lady 
Knights got one‘of the easiest wins they will 
ever get. Hesser Community College offered 
probably the most difficult and surprising 
game of the year. 

Falling behind: Hesser-ran out to a 15 
point lead in what Hess called “a blink of the 
eye,” and looked like they were on their way 
to victory. 

“We almost lost this one,” Hess said. “We 
were able to work hard and come out with a 
win.” 

The turning point of the game came late in 
the first half when Zerikias drained a three- 
pointer with .04 seconds left, cutting Hesser’s 
lead to four. 

Besides her heroics at the half, Zekirias was 
switched to defend Hesser’s feading scorer, 
Brandy Hodsdon, who had 17 in the first half. 
The second half saw Zeckirias shutdown 
Hodsdon and held her to two points. This 
lifted the Knights and led them to a 74-62 
victory. 

“Helen’s defense was incredible,” Hess 
said. “She had that girl talking to herself.” 

Unbeaten: As the Lady Knights draw closer 
to an undefeated season, Hess is not con- 
cerned with being perfect. 

“T don’t think about it, you have to be the 
absolute luckiest team in the world,” he said. 
“There are too many little things that get in 
the way.” 

Mother nature may be dealing the Lady 
Knights what no team could, as six players are 
bedridden while they prepare for games 
against Quinsigamond Community College 
and Community College of Rhode Island. 
NECC has already defeated both teams. 
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